
 

 

Early Service 
Speakers 

Speakers for our remaining 8:30 
AM outdoor services are: 

 

August 22 ........................ Ron Gill 
(FCC member) 

August 29 ............... Tomas Angon 
(Hispanic Minister at 
Emmanuel Lutheran)  

September 5.........  Terry Pickering 
(FCC member) 

 

Note:  the change (or non-change) 
of worship times was instituted by our 
Council as an experiment.  In August, 
those who attend a particular service 
are being polled to see if we should 
keep the 8:30 and 10:00 times year-
round, or go to 7:30 and 9:30 (or even 
8:00 and 9:30) in coming summers.  
There is a copy of the questionnaire 
used in the polling on page six.        ��

 
What Form Will 

Sunday School Take? 
Education Team Meets Sunday 

Our Christian Education 
Team and interested others 
will meet this Sunday, 
August 22 in the parlor 
immediately after the 
second service.   Team 
leaders Leslie Maxwell 
and Kim Batthauer will 
lead a discussion of the 
shape, teachers, curriculum and timing 
for the Christian Education of our 
children and youth during the coming 
school year.                                        �  

Movie Night 
 Wednesday, Sept. 1, 7:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Rev. Victoria and her mother, 

Emilie Massette, invite all choir 
members, musicians, people who like 
music, family members, and friends to 
join in fellowship at First Christian to 
watch “Young at Heart.”  This movie 
is appropriate for people middle school
-aged and on up to the most senior of 
our senior citizens! 

Emilie and Victoria will provide 
popcorn and soft drinks.  Joe Ubben 
will project the movie on the big 
screens in fellowship hall.  This is a 
great way to get some musicians 
together just for fun (and some 
inspiration) before our regular choir 
begins to rehearse one week later!  
This movie is a documentary about 
some senior citizens who love to sing.  
The true story celebrates deep 
friendship and the life-affirming power 
of music! �  

Spring Valley 
Homeless Shelter 

Many of you will remember how 
First Christian participated in the 
2004 “Raise-the-Roof Campaign” 
to help get Spring Valley Homeless 
Shelter up and running. Our official 
church records indicate this 
congregation raised $66,976 for the 
effort.  That does not include some 
private (additional) donations from 
church members; time, labor, and 
items donated to furnish two of the 
28 apartments; and the sacrificial 
price one of our members accepted 
for the sale of the land and 
building. We opened our church  
twice per week for Spring Valley’s 
“Life Skills” classes.   

When the economy soured 
recently and the shelter ran into 
financial difficulties, we helped 
keep the lights on with a special 
fund drive that netted $517 in June 
and an additional $1,253 in July — 
which included  gifts from  CWF, 
the 4th of July parking collection, 
and several private donations. We 
have received three different “thank 
you” notes in the last few weeks 
(and lots of verbal thanks) for our 
generosity.  Our youth held a car 
Saturday, August 7th which raised 
$250 for the shelter.  We are holding 
onto that money until the shelter re-
opens under new management with a 
refined vision and focus. Thanks for 
supporting this mission project! �  
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FIRST CHRISTIAN’S STAFF  
Boss: God Ministers:  All Our Members 

Co-Pastor & Youth Director: Dave Kovalow-St. John 
Co-Pastor:  Victoria Ubben Council VP:    Cheryl Girman 
Music Minister: Phil Hahn Treasurer:  Deb Armstrong 
Council Pres: Becky Springsteen Secretary:  Beth Ingram 
Spiritual Care: Kathy Light Clerk: Mary Frances Babcock 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
Early Worship:  8:30 a.m.     Second Service: 10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education:  (starts 9/12) 
Continental Breakfast:  9:30 AM  (starts 9/12) 

 

 PUBLICATION, FAX, E-MAIL, WEB ����
 The Bell Tower is published once a month; Rev. Dave & Rev. 

Victoria, editors;  Mary Lou Young, secretary.    Fax #:  (219) 531-
1480   E-mail: sec@fccvalpo.org   Web site: fccvalpo.org 

 

UPCOMING SERVERS 
 

August 22, 2010  
 Greeters: Sandi Howard & Mark Baird 
 Acolytes: Eva & Truman Maxwell 
 Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Leslie Maxwell 
 Sound Technician: Harry Horner 
 Nursery Attendant: Sandi Howard 
 Children’s Sermon: Mary Lou Carney 
 Children’s Worship: Mary Lou C., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Outdoor Speaker: Ron Gill 
 Elders: Sharon Pflughaupt & Lonnie Steele 
 

August 29, 2010  
 Greeters: Kelly & Tim Kay 
 Acolytes: Aleah & Logan Ferngren 
 Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Carol & Lonnie Steele 
 Sound Technician: Joe Ubben 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee 
 Children’s Sermon: Jennifer Bailey 
 Children’s Worship: Jennifer B., Sharon W., & Friends 
 Outdoor Speaker: Tomas Agnon 
 Elders: Sue Dolezal & Fred Armstrong 
 

September 5, 2010 - Last Outdoor Service 
 Greeters: Marian Wysel & Jennifer Burnison 
 Acolytes: Amara Wiegand & Jack Wheele 
 Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain 
 Scripture Readers: tba 
 Sound Technician: Deb Armstrong 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee 
 Children’s Sermon: Terry Pickering 
 Children’s Worship: Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends 
 Outdoor Speaker: Terry Pickering 
 Elders: Cheryl Girman & Doug Ross 
  

September 12, 2010 - Fall Programs Begin! 
 Greeters: Carol & Jim Short 
 Acolytes: Clayton Roberts & Lucas Pysh 
 Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 
 Scripture Readers: tba 
    Sound Technician:  1: Andy Roberts; 2: Chrissy Clark 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee 
 Children’s Sermon: Rev. Dave 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Breakfast Hosts: Don Hadley & Ada Hiller 
 Early Svc. Deacons: Carol McCreery & Maxine Philips 
 Elders: Tom Wheele & Barb Wheele 
 

September 19, 2010 
 Greeters: Sue & Jon Fraley 
 Acolytes: Luke Clark & Alyssa Bailey 
 Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain 
 Scripture Readers: tba 
    Sound Technician:  1: Harry Horner; 2: Dale Price 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee 
 Children’s Sermon: Tim Kay 

 Children’s Worship: Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends 
 Breakfast Hosts: Joanne Ross & Molly Phelps 
 Early Svc. Deacons: Diane & Dave Yeager 
 Elders: Carole Horner & Doug Ross 

 

 SEPTEMBER COMMUNION PREP  
Ada Hiller & Maxine Philips 

 

ATTENDANCE  
 7/25/10:  48 at 8:30 a.m.; 93 at 10 a.m. 
  8/01/10: 70 at 8:30 a.m.; 95 at 10 a.m. 
 8/08/10: 56 at 8:30 a.m.; 112 at 10 a.m. 
  8/15/10: 51 at 8:30 a.m.; 112 at 10 a.m. 

 

IN THE HOSPITAL 
7/25/10:   Michelle Steeves (Porter); Art Ailes (Portage 

 Rehab); Helen Benell (Whispering Pines Rehab) 
8/01/10:   Gen Horner (Porter);  
 Helen Benell (Whispering Pines Rehab)  
8/08/10: Bill Wiegand (Porter); Thelma Ashbaugh 
 (Porter); Gen Horner (VNA Hospice); Laurel 

Dodrill (Porter); Helen Benell (Whispering Pines 
Rehab) 

8/15/10: Andy Gazdich (Porter); Laurel Dodrill (Rehab) 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
These members of our extended church family are ill, in 

recovery, or dealing with other prayer-worthy issues:  
 

  

Laurel Dodrill, Bill Wiegand, Art Ailes, Andy Gazdi ch, 
Jerry Bonner, Helen Benell, Genon Kuehl, John Cleveland, 

Joan Redelman, Julie (Julie is a good friend of David & Nancy 
Crume), Chris Huang (Carol Kuznicki & Janet Biggs’ brother-in-
law), Jeff Saas (Nan Steeves’ nephew, Peter & Melissa’s cousin), 

Jimmy Ziller (Bunny & Tom Clark’s grandson), and Dennie & 
Asma Howard (Sandi ’s son & daughter-in-law) 

 

Please keep the families of those who have recently died in your 
prayers...  

Mildred Ogden, Betty Turnipseed, and  
Gen Horner 
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Thanks! 
Dear Church Family, 
     Thank you very much for your 
cards, prayers, visits, and the letter 
the church family signed.  I 
appreciate it all very much. 

Thelma Ashbaugh 
 

����������������������������� �� �
�

Dear First Christian, 
Thanks for the graduation gift — 

and for being my church family!  I’m 
off to Carnegie Mellon University, 
but I promise to think of you fondly 
and often.          Love, 

Christy St. John 
 

����������������������������� �� �
�

The CWF wants to thank all who 
have furnished food,  helped set-
up, or served at the funeral lunches 
this summer.  The generosity and 
cooperation are greatly appreciated. 

Norma Armstrong 
(CWF sponsored meal coordinator) 

 

����������������������������� �� �
�

The family of Richard Brown 
acknowledges  wi th  gra te fu l 
appreciation your kind expression of 
sympathy. 

With My Love, 
Florence Brown 

     
����������������������������� �� �

�

Thank you all for your prayers, 
concerning my granddaughter, 
Courtney, and Great-granddaughter, 
Savannah.  They are both on the road 
to recovery.  I am very grateful to all 
my precious church family! 
              Sally Oestreich       � �  

 
Congratulations! 

Congratulations to 
Freddie & Rachael 
Pabon on the 
August 6th birth of 
their son, Noah 
Aiden. Noah started 
life at 22 inches, 

and weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces.  
Rachel is the daughter of Matt and 
M e l i s s a  B r o w n  a n d  t h e 
granddaughter of Nan Steeves.        �  

Food Pantry Update 
In July we served 199 

households (24 per day) 
adding up to 548 
people (68 per day). 
Kids’ Kits were 
provided for 105 
children. The food 
from the postal food 
drive is quickly disappearing, but 
thanks to the monthly delivery of 
food from St. Paul's, our store room 
shelves look better again. Some items 
that would be of help are cereals, mac 
& cheese, canned fruit, bathroom 
tissue, saltines, and noodles. Of 
course all food supplies are greatly 
appreciated. We should get a 
donation of food this week from the 
Valpo Shares program. 

Nan Steeves, Anne Egolf, 
and Sharon Crowder 

     Christian Food Pantry Co-Directors �  

 
Troop 7 Update 

When you think of Boy Scouts 
here at FCC, the first person to pop 
into your head is our own Bill Eckert.  
Well, when it comes to scouting, 
apparently Bill pops into other 
people’s minds too, because on July 

25, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA)  
selected Bill and a few other leaders  
and scouts across America for 
induction into the Boy Scouts of 
America 100th Anniversary National 
Hall of Leadership.  On August 11 
Bill was presented with his award in 
South Bend, IN, by Sen. Richard 
Lugar.  A press release from the BSA 
states that, “This is a once-in-a-
century honor.  We are recognizing 
and thanking our scouts,  leaders, and 
volunteers for the extraordinary 
differences they have made in the 

lives of others through their 
leadership.” Of course, we know Bill 
is a caring and outstanding leader, but 
it’s nice that a large organization such 
as the scouts has recognized it too. 
Congratulations, Bill! �  

 
Men’s Ministries  

The Tuesday Evening Men’s 

Dinner will next meet on September 
7 at 6:30 for a meal of Cincinnati 
Chili made by George Armstrong.   

The Men’s Retreat at Camp 
Barbee will be September 17-19.  
The Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Sam 
Boys, is a professor of Philosophy 
and Religion at Ancilla College, and 
a published author and musician.  He 
will lead us in looking at ways to 
relieve stress and stay healthy.  For 
more info or to register get a brochure 
from the narthex. 

The Tuesday Afternoon Men’s 
Bible Study (12:45-2:00) is going to 
start looking at the book of Luke:  

 

TUESDAY                SCRIPTURE 
August 24 .................. Luke 1:1-38 
August 31 ............. Luke 1:39-2:20 
Sept. 7 ................... Luke 2:21-4:30 
Sept. 14 ................. Luke 4:31-7:50 
Sept. 21 ................. Luke 8:1-10:37 
Sept. 28 ............. Luke 10:38-12:12 
Oct. 5 ................ Luke 12:13-15:10 
Oct. 12 .............. Luke 15:11-16:18 
Oct. 19 ................ Luke 16:19-18:8 
Oct. 26 .................. Luke 18:9-22:6 
Nov. 2 .................. Luke 22:7-23:43 
Nov. 9 ................ Luke 23:44-24:12 
Nov. 16………….                           Luke 24:13-53 �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����������	�
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CWF News 
CWF Circles begin meeting this 

September!  If you are not familiar 
with the circle schedules, they are: 
 

Mary Circle  ....... 1st Mon. @ 9:30 AM  
     Barb Benham (464-2540), leader 
Hannah Circle .. 1st  Mon. @ 7:00 PM 
     Becky Springsteen (464-9242), leader 
Guild Circle  ....... 1st Tues. @ 1:30 PM 
     Mary Frances B. (462-3493), leader 
Eventide Circle ...... 1st Tues. @ 7 PM 
     Carol McCreery (462-8585), leader 
 

Please consider joining one of 
these groups  You may call the leader 
men t ioned  above  fo r  more 
information. 

The General Meetings will also 
begin again in September.  The first 
meeting will be Thursday, September 
16th with a luncheon, hosted by Mary 
Circle, at noon. 

Maxine Philips 
             (CWF President) �  

 
FRB News 

          The mission 
statement of the 
Foods Resources 
Bank is: “As a 
Christian response 
to world hunger, 

FRB links the 
grassroots energy and 

commitment of the U.S. agricultural 
community with the capability and 
desire of small farmers in developing 
countries to grow lasting solutions to 
hunger.”  We have been part of this 
growing story from its beginning ten 
years ago, and we are now one of 550 
U.S. congregations participating in 
FRB projects.  It is projected there 
w i l l  b e  8 00  su ch  p a r t ne r 
congregations by the year 2015.  

FRB has succeeded because it has 
focused on a genuine need that can be 
realistically addressed.  Since 1999 
when it was founded, more than 
100,000 rural families around the 
world have taken important steps 
forward in agricultural development 
with the support of FRB's network of 
members and partners working in 35 
countries around the world.  Last year 

alone, more than 550,000 people took 
steps toward a better life through 62 
active food security programs.  Time 
has demonstrated that the FRB 
approach is making a lasting 
difference. First Christian, through 
FRB and Week of Compassion, has 
been a significant partner in these 
results. As one of our pastors put it: 
“God must smile when he sees what 
we have done through FRB.” 

This year we are continuing our 
participation in an FRB growing 
project.  FCC's support in the past and 
again this year is by individual 
contributions. The expense for 
planting, cultivating and harvesting 
one acre of soybeans is in excess of 
$200 per acre.  It would be good if 
our members valued our participation 
in FRB equal to 20 times that as we 
will be devoting 20 acres again this 
year to FRB food security programs 
determined by Week of Compassion. 
Yes, that would be $4000, but we 
already have a start on that sum.   �  

  
Council Highlights 

Council president Becky 
Springsteen brought the 

Sunday, August 15 meeting 
to order, and Rev. Victoria 

Ubben opened with prayer. 
�� Treasurer Deb Armstrong 
presented the treasurer’s report.  She 
said we are running “heavy in the 
black” which means we have quite a 
bit of cash and need to find faithful 
ways to use some of it effectively.  
The Council expressed gratitude for 
Deb’s fine bookkeeping and money 
management and vowed to work 
together to find appropriate uses for 
our surplus funds! 
�� Bill Cantrell (on behalf of the 
Deacons’ Team) handed out two 
revised pages which clarify the duties 
of the Deacons.  This documentation 
will be helpful when the Nominating 
Team nominates new Deacons for  
the new year.  Some Deacon 
representatives will meet with the 
Worship Team to discuss some issues 
which pertain to worship (such as 
various ways to serve communion).  

On August 15, the Deacons tried to 
put out the pew registration books on 
the  chairs in sanctuary (in the second 
worship service) so the books are 
there when the worshippers arrive. 
�� The Trustees have purchased the 
property next door to our church 
(1603 Glendale Blvd.).  Our existing 
property has been surveyed and there 
are stakes in the ground.   
�� The Evangelism/Membership 
Team has planed lots of social and 
fun activities for members and 
friends.  Many of these activities are 
described elsewhere in this edition of 
the Bell Tower. 
�� Our Outreach Team has several 
projects, including a collection for 
donations to the Caring Place.  The 
Crop Walk will be headed up by Matt 
and Melissa Brown. 
�� The Youth of our church raised 
some additional money to address 
homelessness in our city at a car 
wash.  The church-family Work Trip 
to Pilgrims’ Rest included a variety of 
families with people of all ages who 
came and went during the experience.  
Two middle-schoolers stayed at 
Pilgrims’ Rest the whole time. 
�� All women of First Christian 
Church are a part of C.W.F.  
(Christian Women’s Fellowship). 
Circles will begin in September.  The 
“Rays of Hope” Dinner is on 
September 24.  The bazaar will be on 
November 5. 
�� The Facilities Team reported that 
the lights in the parking lot have been 
repaired; also, the parking lot has 
been re-sealed and new stripes have 
been painted. 
 

Old Business 
  

�� Trustee Lonnie Steele reported 
on the background checks for church 
volunteers that are recommended by 
the Region and our insurance.  Costs 
will be covered by the church’s 
general fund (which is designed to 
cover on-going operating expenses).  
The one-time set-up fee ($32.50) was 
approved previously and our office 
administrator has begun the process 
already. To protect everyone’s 
privacy, only the two Co-Pastors and 



 

 

Council President will know will 
know the outcome of each check. 
�� Since our Co-Pastors voluntarily 
took significant cuts in compensation 
over the past two years, it was moved, 
seconded, and approved that each of 
them shall be compensated with an 
extra $5,000 by the end of the year.  
(Compensation packages for the new 
year have yet to be negotiated.)  
�� John Armstrong still hopes to 
work on the memorial garden as his 
Eagle Scout project.  There are funds 
in place to help with this, if the 
project is approved by the Boy 
Scouts. 
�� Jennifer Lee will be paid at least 
minimum wage for her weekly child 
care duties. 
�� Rev. Victoria concluded the 
business meeting  with a prayer of 
thanksgiving for our many blessings.�  

 
Taltree Outings 

Our Evangelism and Membership 
Team works hard at generating fun, 
fami ly-fr iendly act ivi t ies for 
fellowship. For instance, three outings 
to the lovely Taltree Arboretum were 
organized this summer.  In June our 
church family enjoyed an Open-Mic 
Night hosted by Front Porch Music.  
The second outing attracted a 
different collection of church-goers 
who enjoyed an afternoon of music 
by Marrakesh Express.  Our final 
summer outing to Taltree will be 
Sunday, August 29, 3-5:00 PM.  The 
music at the arboretum that afternoon 
will be provided by the Neverly 
Brothers (‘50s and ‘60s style music).  
There is an admission fee to enter 
Taltree and a fee for the concert.  See 
Rev. Victoria for free tickets if you 
are not a Taltree member.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Meet Our Newest 
Member 

     F rank 
A l b a n o 
confessed 
his faith 
and joined 
our church 
on July 18, 
2010.  He 
w a s 
b a p t i z e d 

as an infant in a Lutheran Church in 
Chicago. Frank was injured as a 
young child and believes that God 
healed him and touched him at that 
time.  As he grew into adulthood, 
Frank saw the hand of God in his life.  
He served our country in the Army in 
the Vietnam War. He loves to pray 
while looking at Lake Michigan from 
Beverly Shores.   Frank felt led to join 
our church because he likes the 
various styles of preaching that he has 
heard from our pulpit.  He hopes to be 
working soon with electronics – 
which is something he loves (since he 
is an engineer by trade). 
     You may reach Frank at: 

 243 Marcliffe Drive, Apt. #12 
Valparaiso, IN 46385 

                  Phone: 299-5312 �  
 

FCC Bookies 
     Our Bookies 
meet at church the 
last Tuesday of 
each month at 7:15 

PM. You are invited 
to read that month’s 
book and join the 
discussion.  
On Aug. 31,  we’ll 

e x a m i n e  W i l 
Haygood’s Sweet 
Thunder. 

On Sept. 28 the 
Bookies will talk 
about  Bloodroot by 
Amy Greene. 

Enjoy some good 
summer reading and 
join in on the 
discussion!                                        ��  

Friday’s Friends 
Bible Study to 

Resume 
By the request of the participants, 

Friday’s Friends Bible Study will 
look at the Book of Revelation, 
beginning Friday, September 17, at 
10:00 AM.  Even though the CWF 
circles will be using the materials in 
their circle meeting, Rev. Victoria 
will give her spin on this last book of 
the Bible.  All are welcome. �  

 
Valparaiso 

Women’s Club 
 

The Valparaiso Christian Women’s 
Club will host a luncheon on Sept. 9th 
at Old Town Banquet Center, 711 
Calumet Ave., Valparaiso. The 
“Special Feature” will be Betty 
Siegesmund speaking about Quilts. 
Bring a favorite quilt with a mini-
explanation about what makes it 
special. “The Inspirational Speaker” 
will be Marti Glade from Kankakee, 
Illinois, speaking on Life's Surprises. 

Doors open at 11:00; serving 
begins at 11:30.  The cost is $11. Call 
Emilie at 465-0792 or e-mail her at 
e ma s s e t t e @ c o m c a s t . n e t f o r 
information or reservations. A 
courtesy preschool nursery will be 
provided by request.  RSVP by 8:00 
PM Sunday, September 5.                ��

�
�
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Victoria, Isaiah, Joe, & Denise at a     
         Taltree Fellowship Outing         �  
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First Christian Church Survey 
* Summer Church Service Times * 

In trying to reach the majority of our members, besides being included in here, this survey will be handed 
out on two consecutive Sundays – August 22nd & 29th.  PLEASE fill this out ONE time per person. 

 
Our church services from fall to spring are set at 8:30 & 10:00. Instead of changing the times for the three       
summer months as we have done in the past; our Council voted last year to experiment with keeping the worship 
times consistent. This was to make it easier for visitors to know the time of our church services. Summer is      
almost over and we are asking for your input as we evaluate. We appreciate your participation. 

Your Church Council 
 
 

 
Your Name _________________________________________________    Date: ________________ 

 
Check the one statement that best describes you in both sections below. 

 

______  I am a current member of this Church. 
 

  ______  I am not an official member but I attend this Church regularly. 
 

    ______  I am a visitor to this Church. 
 

*************************************************** *************************** 
______  I regularly attend the first service during the summer. 
 
  ______  I regularly attend the second service during the summer. 
 
    ______  Sometimes I attend the first service; sometimes the second during the summer. 
 
      ______  I  attend both services during the summer. 
 

*************************************************** *************************** 
Select your first choice (1) and your second choice (2) of the options below.  

(The second choice will be used only if necessary in a tie situation.) 
 
______ I would like the worship times to stay the same throughout the whole year (that is, worship at 8:30 and 

10:00 all year). 
 
______ I would like the summer times to be a half hour earlier than they are during the rest of the year (that is, 

worship at 8:00 and 9:30 during the summer; at 8:30 and 10:00 during the school year). 
 
______ I would like the schedule to return to what we had in years past (that is, worship at 7:30 and 9:30 during 

the summer; at 8:30 and 10:00 during the school year). 
 
______ I would like the summer times to be 7:30 and 10:00 (that is, worship at 7:30 and 10:00 during the       

summer; at 8:30 and 10:00 during the school year). 
 
Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(Fill out the above and mail it to us, or bring it to worship.  Remember, this isn’t Chicago: you only get to vote once!) 
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������������� �������������������������������� ���������������������� !��"�������������������� !��"�������������������� !��"�������������������� !��"� 2:00-4:30 at the Malones’, 67 Eagle Court, Valpo, 46383.  

Bring your towel, swim suit, and sun screen! 

�#��#��#��#�� �������������������������������� �������$���%�����������$���%�����������$���%�����������$���%������� Meet at 5:00 to drive to Central Christian in Merrillville for dinner and worship. 
����

����

��&���'����&���'����&���'����&���'�� ����
((( () )))****� ���������������������������� ���
!'��� �!"� +��,����
!'��� �!"� +��,����
!'��� �!"� +��,����
!'��� �!"� +��,���� Attend Family Camp at Barbee or find some other way to spend the 

weekend with your families.  

--------����������������������������������������� ��� �&%���� .����/!0� �&%���� .����/!0� �&%���� .����/!0� �&%���� .����/!0� Work one of three 3-hour shifts (9:00-noon, noon-3:00, or 3:00-6:00) at the 
popcorn booth to raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  See Chrissy C. for details. 

-#�-#�-#�-#�� ������������������������������������ ���.!��0"����,.!��0"����,.!��0"����,.!��0"����,) )))	���!���&����������1�	���!���&����������1�	���!���&����������1�	���!���&����������1� We will have a carry-in picnic at the Springsteens’ to 
welcome new members and kick-off the school year.  

���� ����

��2���	
��������	������3�3�����4���2���	
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The YAT (youth and adults who help plan) will meet at 5:00 PM on Friday, July 30. 
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Put the dates on your calendar now for this event at nearby Camp Lawrence. 
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Pulling nails, 

salvaging boards, & 
admiring alpacas at  

Pilgrims’ Rest.    

Painting and storing  
handicap ramps with 
friends from Youth 
Encounter Churches 

Washing cars to raise money 
for the Spring Valley  

Homeless Shelter 
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Consider the 
Regional Assembly 
You, as a member of the Christian 

Church in Indiana (Disciples of 
Christ), are invited to the 2010 Re-
gional Assembly, The Way of the 
Wilderness, October 1-2 at Geist 
Christian Church. Geist is one church 
in two locations, and this will be one 
assembly in two locations, meeting at 
both the Fishers and Indianapolis 
campuses.  This Assembly promises 
to be one of the most affordable ones 
to date, and the planning team has 
incorporated some wonderful mission 
opportunities such as assembling  
Hygiene Kits for Church World    
Service, donating blood for the     
Indiana Blood Center, and a youth 
mission project through the Fuller 
Center for Housing.  

The early bird discount expires on 
September 6, so register ASAP at:  
www.indianadisciples.org/assembly  

For more information, call the  
regional office at (317) 926-6051, or 
e-mail Jessica McCracken at:  
          jessica@ccindiana.org           �  

�
�

Blood Drive, Sept. 8 

     Our next blood 
drive will be 
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8th, from 
2:00 to 7:00 PM.  
You can call        

1 (800) 448-3543 to schedule an      
appointment, though walk-ins are also 
welcome. Thanks for giving the gift 
of life!                                               ��

Membership &  
Evangelism Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeremiah, Isaiah, Victoria, and Joe 
 

Fred Armstrong of the Member-
ship and Evangelism Team organized 
a canoe trip for church families and 
friends on the Tippecanoe River this 
summer.  Above is a familiar family 
of four which made the seven – mile, 
four hour journey!  Fall fellowship 
activities include regular dinners for 
friends and families to be held at our 
church.  The dates of these fellowship 
dinners are:  September 15 and 29, 
October 20, and November 10.  Each 
dinner begins at 6:15 PM.  Specific 
details will be forthcoming.              �  

�
�

Come Sing With Our  
         Choir! 

       If God has put a 
song in your heart, 
you are invited to join 
the choir that sings at 
our 10:00 AM service 
several times a month. 

Our first practice will be Wednesday,     
September 8th, 7:30—9:00 PM (then 
on each Wednesday in September 
after that).                                          �  

Ministerial Musings 
Be glad, even though it may be neces-
sary to be sad for a while. 1st Peter 1:6 

It was an odd week, last week.  It 
started with funerals for a couple of 
matronly members of our congrega-
tion. I noticed a stunning similarity:  
both women had reasons to be bitter 
or full of self-pity (the death of a be-
loved husband, the loss of their own 
health, etc.), but both chose to be 
cheerful and loving instead. 

Then I was off on our mini-work 
trip, which included building a handi-
cap access ramp (and preparing other 
ramps for storage).  It reminded me of 
a ramp user I once met.  She admitted 
to “Wasting a whole day feeling sorry 
for myself about needing such a 
thing.”  Then she decided simply to 
be grateful for having one and “to 
find real parties, not pity parties.” 

Finally, on Sunday Karen and I 
took our youngest daughter to        
college. We came back to a much 
quieter house owned by two people 
not quite ready to be middle-aged 
empty-nesters.   

There’s a little sculpture in my   
office engraved with a simple prayer, 
“Lord, help me find the way through 
the changes in my life.”  It’s a        
reminder of the one who was never 
less than honest about the inevitabil-
ity of change. (John 16: “I am going 
away to the one who sent me….  In a 
little while, you will see me no 
longer”). But he also insisted that the 
love of God is more powerful than 
ANY change. (“In a little while 
longer, you will see me again.”)     
                 Dave                    �  

 


