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Sunday!

Pleasé

Godspell is almost here!l
help us make this production a
effective evangelism project by giving

the enclosed ‘ticket/invitation” to a
friend. There are more invitations —
and posters — in the church narthex,
you can use them.

Christ figures and disciples will
rehearse Sundays from 12:00 to 1:
and Mondays from 6:30 to 8:00
However, the full cast rehearsal
schedule is as follows:

Saturday, March 6
(10 AM — 12:30 PM)
Saturday, March 13
(10 AM — 12:30 PM)

The production will be offered on
Sunday, March 14 at 10:08m and
6:00 PM, but cast members should
arrive at 8:00aM & 5:15pPM that day.

Labyrinth for Lent

time the church is open; plus
evening walks ar
availableThursdays 6:00
-8:00 p.m. It will remain

%

in place through Easter. People wth
walk labyrinths as a prayer discipling

will tell you each time they walk is
different. So whether you've walked
labyrinth before or not, why not try
this one?! After all, Lent is a gooq
time to ‘fast’ from your routine and
busyness — a time to set aside f
prayer in a different way. Conside
- praying with the labyrinth once eac
if week during Lent. Bring the family!

-

will be different.
This labyrinth combines with &

used shoe drivewnich is also
. being conducted during
Lent. Bring any used
" = shoes in good condition
to Fellowship Hall and place them
along the labyrinth path. This is part @
the “Soles-4-Souls” program out of
Alsip, IL. Our shoes will go to those i
need around the world, while ou
labyrinth will combine personal praye
with mission outreach.
BE PART OF IT!

& “All Soles Go To Heaven”
Used Shoe Drive

;f\ A labyrinth is a tool for
prayer and meditation. |
ESEEE= can be walked to hel
clear the mind of distractions. |
can be walked to help open the mi
and heart to God. It is a listening tool

A labyrinth is available in
Fellowship Hall. It can be walked an

—

- (219) 462 5615

Nail Your

P purple gift surveys,

Kids are more open to the mysterigs
| than adults — let them guide you. Walk
30alone or with a group. Each experienge

f

r

Be Sure to Fill Out a
Gift Survey

FCC’s council would like to
0 encourage you to fill out one of the
if you have not

already done so. Many people were

A able to do this last Sunday during

worship, but we would like to get one
from everyone in the church family.
Council leaders use the surveys all

Pl year to invite people to assume various
I' responsibilities that fit their aptitudes
' and talents.

There are copies in the
narthex, or you can call the church
office and we’ll mail you one.
THANKS!

Education News

At the education team’'s recent
meeting they decided:1. We should
stick with the 9:00 AM Christian Ed.
start time for now.2. There will be no
children/youth C.E. on March 14
(“Godspell”), and there will be a
combined “VeggieTales” class for
younger kids on March 21 (the start of
spring break). 3. We need to find a
leader for this summer’'s V.B.S. (Ah,
summer!). 4. We want to give age

appropriate Bibles to kids in transition.
5. The team will meet again in April.

Sins To the Cross

The cross with blood-red sin sheets nailed to it #t was
used during our Ash Wednesday service will be in #

sanctuary until March
more of your own sins
pencils, hammers, and

gebméry'a&*lq

7M. If you wish to nail one or
there, you may still do so.dper,
nails are provided by the css.
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Upcoming Servers
February 28, 2010

Greeters: tha
Acolytes: Emma & Caleb Dillingham
Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain
Scripture Readers: Chris & Kathy Light
Sound Technicians: E: Andy Roberts; L: ChrissyriCla
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee
Children’s Sermon: Melissa Brown
Children’s Worship:Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends
Early Ser. Deaconslane Elder & Anne Gott
Breakfast HostsSharon Crowder & Mary Lou Carney
Elders: Sue Dolezal & Lonnie Steele

March 7, 2010

Greeters: tba

Acolytes: Lucas Pysh
Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain
Scripture Readers: The Clark Family
Sound TechniciansE: Harry Horner L: Dale Price
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee
Children’s Sermon: Rev. Dave
Children’s Worship:Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends
Early Ser. DeaconaMickey Koehler & Robin Malone
Breakfast Hosts: Kent Hill & Harry Horner
Elders: Sharon Pflughaupt & Carole Horner
March 14, 2010
Greeters:
Acolytes: G
Deacon Team: o «
Scripture Readers: [
Sound Technician®
Elders: » De
Children’s Sermon: //
Children’s Worship:
Early Ser. Deacons:
Breakfast Hosts: Don Hadley & Ada Hiller
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee
March 21, 2010
Greeters: tha
Acolytes: Rachel Clark & Olivia Dres
Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain
Scripture Readers: Donna & Mickey Koehler
Sound Technicians: E: Kathy Hadley;Jahn Springsteen
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee
Children’s Sermon: Andy Roberts
Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends
Early Ser. DeaconDiane & Dave Yeager
Breakfast Hosts: Molly Phelps & Joanne Ross
Elder: Peter Steeves & Doug Ross

Communion Preparation for March

Mary Frances Babcock

Attendance

1/31/10 39 at 8:30 a.m.; 169 at 10 a.m.; 31 for CE
2/07/10 45 at 8:30 a.m.; 147 at 10 a.m.; 29 for CE
2/14/10 36 at 8:30 a.m.; 99 at 10 a.m.; 31 for CE
2/17/10 Ash Wednesday Service: 56

2/21/10 35 at 8:30 a.m.; 144 at 10 a.m.; 37 for CE

In the Hospital

Raymond “Dave” Woodgortage)
Mildred Brown; Lois PolitéThe Arbors)
Raymond “Dave” Woodgortage)
Joan Redelmagospice care at daughter’s);
Mildred Brown(Home Health Care);
Eunice Petergorter Hospital)

Maytha Steel@valpo Care & Rehab);
Joan Redelmagriospice at daughters)
Maytha Steel@valpo Care & Rehab);
Joan Redelmagrorter Hospital)

Prayer Concerns

These members of our extended church family ayenill
recovery, or dealing with other prayer-worthy issue
Joan Redelman Maytha Steele
Linda Kuss Lois Polite
Raymond “Dave” Woods John Cleveland
Eunice Peters Deforest Shobe
Roland Baird (Mark Baird’s father, Jackie’s father-in-law)
Jimmy Ziller (Bunny & Tom Clark’s grandson)
Phyllis Hahn (Phil Hahn’s mother)
Dennie & Asma Howard (Sandi Howard’s son & daughter-in-law)
Nancy Confer (Marian Eckert’s sister)
Darcy & Dwaine Pasco(Diane Price’s sister-in-law & brother)
Jamie Berresford (Dale & Diane Price’s niece)

1/31/10:

2/07/10:

2/14/10:

2/21/10:

FIRST CHRISTIAN'S STAFF
Boss God Ministers  All Our Members
Co-Pastor & Youth DirectoiDave Kovalow-St. John
Co-Pastar Victoria Ubben Council VP Cheryl Girman
Music Minister Phil Hahn Treasurer Deb Armstrong
Council PresBecky SpringsteenSecretary: Beth Ingram
Spiritual CareKathy Light Clerk Mary Frances Babcock

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Second Servid®:00 a.m.

Early Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Christian Education8:30 and 9:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast9:30 a.m.

PUBLICATION, FAX, E-MAIL, WEB
The Bell Towers published once a month; Rev. Dave & Rev.
Victoria, editors; Mary Lou Young, secretary. axi# (219) 531-
1480 _E-mailsec@fccvalpo.org_Web sitiecvalpo.org



Thanks!

Dear Youth Group Members:

Thank you for the Souper Bow| Prevent Child Abuse Porter Count

money. We will use it to buy ha

hocks for the bean kits that we ane Eckert

giving out this month. All the client

seem to enjoy making this soup, and

we hope that the warm feeling the
get when they eat it will remind the
that a youth group worked to provid
the money to buy the ham hocks th
give it so much flavor. Thanks for al
your efforts to share God’s love.

Anne Egolf, Sharon

Crowder, and Nan Steeves
Christian Food Pantry Co-directors

To my church family:

| want to thank everyone for al
your prayers, cards, and support.
can't tell you how wonderful it is to
have a loving and caring family. Yol
all mean everything to me.

| want to especially thank Mary
Yelton for opening her heart an
home to Goldie, my cat, and me. Sh
has been my own personal angel a
a great blessing! By the way, she
also a good cook!.

I'd like to thank Mary and Sal who

made it possible to get some new

things for the apartment. And last by
not least, | want to thank all the guy
who moved my things into my new
apartment and Kathy. | could no
have done it without you. Thank you

Sandi Howard

Dear First Christian:

| received encouraging suppo
from the note that you signed. | an
impressed that you provide suc
community support, and | am
thankful to all of you for your
support.

Johnny Harmon

Congratulations!

On Saturday, February 20, at th
Mardi Gras Gala, our ownBill

received a “Hero for
Children” Award! The criteria were:

- spends selfless timeg
improving the lives of children
outside of his/her own family life,

- shows creativity & a willing-
ness to respond to children’s need

- serves as an inspiration an
role model.

Many people sent messages
Prevent Child Abuse Porter County
letting the selection team know wh
Bill deserved to be chosen for thi
award. Some told how he has beer
positive influence in their lives.
Congratulations Bill — we cannot
| think of anyone more deserving!

11%

At

Congratulations go to Sharot
Stribling, Executive Assistant to the
Regional Minister. Sharon is retiring
! on March 15 after 45 years of servic{
e Everyone is invited to Geist Christiaf
dchurch (south campus), 8550 Mu
S Creek Road, Indianapolis, IN of

Sunday March 14, at M, for a

reception in her honor.

It

And finally, congratulations to
John and Becky Springsteen on tf
recent birth of two new
grandchildren! Maxwell was born tg
their son Peter and Kelli on Janual
29. Meanwhile, the Springsteen’
daughter, Danielle, her husbanc
Mark, and their son, Griffin,
welcomed Campbell Lou Gingrich or
February 15!

—
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Kneedle Knuts
Baby Hats Delivered

Brian Harmon'’s cousin

Tend to your own knitting;

you'll create fewer knots.

Anthony's Hospital! | know there arg
several ladies out therg
knitting and crochet-
ing for this on-going
project. Thank you;
keep those needles an
hooks clicking! Join

| delivered 37 baby hats to St

the third Tuesday of each month for
needlework and conversation.
e Questions? Contact me, Head Knut

4 Sue Dolezal: 465-5031

FCC Bookies
2010 Schedule

It is the perfect time to curl up and
read a good book. Here are the
. novels we'll be discussing next:

0 . 3/31/10 -The Separate Country
by Robert Hicks; Mary Lou Carney,
O facilitator.
- 4/28/10 - The Lost Symbaby
Dan Brown; Bill Cantrell, facilitator.
- 5/26/10 -Hotel on the Corner of
aBjtter and Sweetby Jamie Ford;
Lapreil Schwan, facilitator.
The Bookiesmeet at 7:15 PM on
the last Wednesday of the month, and
everyone is welcome.

5
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Women'’s Bible Study

‘Ladybugs’ began four and one-
half years ago as a weekly Bible
study and prayer group. They meet in
the warm, hospitable home of Marian
Eckert on Mondays at 7:00 PM and
end by 9:00 (however, women can
feel comfortable arriving and leaving
whenever they need, as many women
have family concerns to tend to).

This is not a closed group —
please come! We're currently
studying the Apostle John's letters.
y The focus of our study is how God
5 speaks through the scripture to each
|, of us today. Need a ride? Call Kathy
Light at 462-7114.

T — (D

e

us for Kneedle Knuts



Men'’s Ministries Stand AgainstRacism Disciples Women

The nexiTuesday Evening Mens . : On Tuesday,
Dinner is March 2nd at 6:30. Georgs Racism Is Sin. March 23, CWF

Armstrong will make corned beef| AS Valparaiso Communities | ;| serve

1%

cabbage, red potatoes, Irish stew ahd  of Faith, We Agree To clients of the
soda bread; plus non-alcoholit Stand Together Against It. Christian Food
O’Doules Beer and a dessert. As |a Pantry and

service project, we will paint the largg Do you agreel oihers'in need of

bathrooms near Barbee's Gille with this sentiment?| 5 nea| at th®ays

Center on Saturday morning, Apri It was not an easyl of Hope monthly dinner hosted by
10. Some of us may go out the night statement to create| yg1n0's First United Methodist
before and sleep in the big hous but  some faith | cpyrch. Dinner will be served from
You'll need paint clothes, but toolg leaders in Valparaiso crafted it aftgr £.00.6:30 p.m. Donations of food will
and paint will be provided. Call Rev} months of revisions. If you agre¢ he greatly appreciated as 100 guests

174
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Dave or Bill Eckert with questions. | With this it and are willing to take an i he expected. Look for a sign-up
The Tuesday Afternoon Men’s | anti-racism stand in publlc, pleasg sheet in the church narthex.

Bible Study (12:45-2:00) is finishing| Join others for a city-wide event or First Christian Church is honored
the story of King David: Pentecost afternoon, May 23, on the 4 host one of five regional women's
TUESDAY SCRIPTURE ;:L;)rgr]osqzer)\'rgwn Tpherengvgl'lratt)%n; events this springWomen of Faith-

-signing with inspirati : " i
:8-24: Arise and Stand Tall'” will be a full
Mar. 2 ... Il Samuel 23'8. 24'_25 speakers, followed by a move to the 4 Saturd il 10 '
Mar. 9 .......... 1st Kings 1:1-2:12 ay on Saturday, April 10. You won't

Next, we'll look at financial| NEW Central Park (encouraging \ant to miss it D.O.C. women from

i : people to enjoy our downtown)| g over northern Indiana will come to
hardship with these passages: perhaps with picnic lunches or snacks o,/ pospitable church.MARK

TUESDAY SCRIPTURE and drinks. More details will be
. : YOUR CALENDER NOW!
Mar. 16T--,--|---é-‘--T- ----- fi,mes 1:1-18 | forthcoming as we plan the event, biit
rais & femplations we hope that many from the First
Mar. 23.... 2 Corinthians 1:1-11 o T .
Relying on God Christian (éhurch\;amlly.wnl attend. GOd Squad PrOjeCtS
Mar. 30 .2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 ev. Victoria Kevin Killingbeck
God Is Faithful; We Should Be Too (pictured) and his
Apr. G, Matthew 6:19-34 . assistant. Rev. Dave
Don't Worry Scouting News il coordinate “God
o ] ) "~ will co-ordinate “God
Apr. 13..... 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 The scouts enjoyed their time at Squad” projects in
Giving and Receiving Wright Patterson Air Base in Dayton, 2010. Such projects
Apr. 20....... Philippians 4:1623 Ohio this past weekend. Coming up : include  helping
In Plenty or In Want on Saturday, March 6, the scouts Wil people move (something we've

be selling Orville Redenbacher's jjready done several times this year),

popcorn door-to-door in Valparaisg pyilding handicap ramps, repair work
and then at church on Sunday, Mar¢h gn homes of those in need, etc.

7. Your financial support is welcome On April 17" the Squad will

as this is a f_und raiser for the troop’s participate in a “Rebulding Together”
many activities. The 3of March | workday (once called “Christmas in
will be a food collection day for ourl  April”) to repair roofs and insulate
own Christian Food Pantry, as well 8s homes for some of Valpo's lower
a campout. On Wednesday, May 1D, income residents. (If you'd like info
the scout building will be a| on this particular project, call Kevin

distribution point to pass or “Rebuilding” coordinator, Matthew
out needed items for Holowell: 476-1440 or 474-0868.)
the teams involved God Squad members will be prime
in  The American candidates for work trip this coming
Cancer Society’s summer. If this kind of thing interests
“Relay for Life.” Thank you, sign the list in the narthex and
you for your continued support of ouf you'll be called whenever there’s a
boy scout troop. project to see if you can help.
Bill Eckert Contact Kevin if you have questions

Scoutmaster or projects to suggest: 465-7421.



Youth Fight Drugs

The United Way's Power of
Youth organized a “Battle of thg
Bands” last Saturday to raise mongy
to fight Porter County’'s teen drug
abuse problem with education & earl
intervention. We had 7 adults and 1j1
youth representing FCC, and our own
Sheriff Dave Lain (pictured) was

featured speaker. Totals haven't beg¢n

tabulated yet, but over 500 peop
attended, each paying $5 at the dogr

and many advertisements were sqold

for the program booklet (call it $3,00
at least). Thanks for supporting thi
“local mission” event with thoughts
prayers, and encouragement; and
the $5 paid by all 18 members of ol
group at the door!

Rev. Victoria

r

Guild Circle

Outreach Project To

Benefit St. Jude’s

The Guild Circle has decided to d
a greeting card outreach program th
will benefit St. Jude’s Ranch fof
Children, which has helped abuse
and neglected children for man
years. The Guild will be collecting
USED GREETING CARDS and

D

d
y

sending the fronts to St. Jude whefe

the children will create new greeting
cards to be sold online and in the S
Jude Ranch gift shops. The childrgn
are paid 15¢ per card that they make
and that money goes into thejr
personal accounts.

If you have any greeting cards that
you can donate, you can bring them
into the church office and place the:lr
in the large collection basket. If yo
have any questions, contact circle
leader, Mary Frances Babcock.

At

t.

Next FCC Blood
Drive, March 24

Our last blood

drive (February 27),

though hampered by

freezing rain,

produced32 “productive units”! The
next drive at First Christian will be

Wednesday, March 24, 2-7:00 PM.

Call 1(800)448-3543 to schedule am
appointment or just be a walk-in.

Meet Our Newest

Member

Ulrike
(Rika)
Jannausch—
she goes by
REE-kuh—
joined on
January  17.
Rika was born

American military man from
Tennessee. Divorced in '76, sh
taught German and English at Purdu
Currently retired, Rika and he
husband, William (a retired

mechanical engineer) enjoy travel ard
She also enjoys musi¢

antiquing.
knitting, and quilting.

Rika plays saxophone in the V.U.

Community Concert Band with Phi
and Laurel Hahn. She first attende
FCC at the invitation of her neighbof
Rev. Victoria.

She has three children: Maike is
R.N. in Anchorage (who supplied
Rika's only grandchild, Gabrielle);
Marc is a math and physics teacher
Pacifica, California; and Sarah is
lawyer in Brooklyn.

Born into the Baptist
denomination, Rika was looking for
congregational family that was ope

h

in Germany but came to the Statgs
rwhen she was 22, after marrying g

e working
e

FCC Library

Over the past few months, we
have had new material donated to our
library. Maxine Philips has donated
new self-help titles, several of these
discuss how to help children cope
with the death of a loved one. These
will be located in the section titled
“Grief.” Mary Frances donated
several Better Homes and Gardens
Craft books and some Christmas
booklets. Phil Hahn has donated new
material relating to music and the art
of worship as well as the future of
protestant worship. Our thanks to all
who have donated to our library.

JoAnn Bond,

Max Keshavarz
Church Librarians

Needed: Another
Ugly Working Car

Another FCC
n member is in

great need of a
car.
They could pay a
“little and don’t care if it's ugly as long
as it runs okay. If you have such a
machine — one you’'d get little for in
in trade, but that still has several
" thousand miles left in it — please call
Rev. Dave.

d

el

n

and accepting, and feels she has found

that with us. She looks forward t
finding a niche where she is needed.

She lives at 1728 Briam Circl
Drive, Valpo (46383). The phon

number is (219) 464-2817; her e-m4|il

address is: ubassett@verizon.net.



New Librarians
Needed!

JoAnn Bond and Max Keshavarz hay
been our church librarians for sever
years. Although they have enjoye
this ministry, they feel it is time that
they step down. Anyone interested
becoming our new church librarian(g
should contact the church office
462-5615 or by e-mail
sec@fccvalpo.org.

~

g
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Rev. Victoria and
Family Have Gone
Wireless

Victoria and Joe want to let the churg
family know that they no longer have
a landline phone and are using ce
phones exclusively. Rev. Victoria ca
be reached at 508-2143, and Joe’s d
number is 508-8418. If you need t

reach Jeremiah or Isaiah about chur
activities, please call Victoria's
number.

Council Highlights
President
Becky Springsteen
opened our February 21
council meeting with
prayer. Highlights of
the business portion of

the meeting include:

The elders will meet on

the second Tuesday of each month.Young. There is enough money t

Anyone who has a concern should ca
Tom Wheele to get on their agenda.

The deacons are doing okal
with two different teams (instead o
three).

The trustees have had a lot ¢
e-mail contact with each other

The worship team is
organizing an outdoor Easter Sunris
service (coordinated by Johi
Springsteen and Kathy Light).

Evangelism and Membershiy
is planning a church campout on Apr
24. They would like to plan a
different activity for each month.

Outreach wants to push the
food pantry and needs extra musc

for the post office food drive on the
Saturday before Mother’'s Day. (The
will entice workers with pizza and poj
e afterwards.)
bl Circle of Friends pre-school is
g getting new signs. They now have 2
students.

CWF is hosting a regional
meeting on Saturday, April 10 fo
Disciples women from the northeri
part of Indiana. On March 23 they
will help with the Rays of Hope.

Men'’s fellowship had 20 men
at their February meeting.

On Saturday, April 24, from
8:00 to noon, the facilities team wil
host a work day at the church.

Treasurers Deb Armstrong
and Sharon Wiegand reported th
h things were not as bad last year as
> thought. We ended the year with
Il positive balance (thanks primarily to
n gift from the trustees). We are caug
ellup with taxes and the like and are st
b comfortably in the black.
ch The Constitutional Revision

Committee (headed by Tom Wheel
and Mary Frances Babcock) woul
like to have other people interested
helping update our constitution.
Because we have a positiv,
balance, the trustees and elders 4
recommending that a portion of th
staff salary cuts be restored, and th

Mary Lou Young be given a raise|

They would also like to hire a
permanent auditor (who would put il

> look it over and get familiar with it.
y The goal is to avoid having different
) groups hoping to use the building at
the same time. NOTE: to schedule
something, everyone needs to go
2 through the office, whether it's a
church event or not.

Becky Springsteen and Dave
Yeager would like someone to help
with a flower sale in May that would
benefit some worthy church project.

The council voted to bless
Kevin Killingbeck and Rev. Dave’s
desire to formally restart the God
Squad and to give them access to
some funds for special projects
(money for paint, truck rental, etc. as
needed).

At We have a member who is in
veneed of a car.

a Rev. Dave closed with prayer.
A Our next meeting is March 21.

nt
I Men’s Shelter Needs
Volunteers

e I am looking for two adults (over
H 21) to take a turn (or two or three...) to
Nstay up during the night with
homeless MEN, during the “summer
season” (which begins in APRIL). |
ir'€am working with city leaders to line
° up the places (this will not be
athappening at First Christian Church as
there are some other places that are

more appropriate). The PLACE is

1

a)

-

8 or 9 hours every three months); th
auditor would probably be Mary Lo

| cover this. However, some ar
concerned that our trustees a
y dipping into our memorial funds t
F help with some ongoing bills.
Basically, we're in the plus and thing
f and not as dire as they might ha
been, but we still need to keep clo
watch (for instance, we can resto
e some of the staff salary cuts, but n

=}

auditor and agreed to help oversee t
process as a volunteer and the cou
enthusiastically accepted.

Cheryl Girman has set up
new, more complete, master calend
on the south wall in the office. Thos
le responsible for events are asked

all). Sherry Walters is a professional

' not the problem. The problem is
S finding two adults to take a 3-hour

shift or maybe a 6-hour shift during

the bulk of the night. Training, rules

and regulations, and emergency
€ contacts are provided. ONE of my
volunteers must be a church
MEMBER in good standing. Would

that be YOU?? The other need not be
€a church member. In some cases |
€ have had married couples (one man
€ and one woman) and that works out
t fine. | always need one MAN because
this is an emergency shelter for men.

€ So far, representing First

ciiChristian Church, | have a

commitment from Brad Dolezal and

David Batthauer and his brother-in-
Naw, Todd Carlson. Contact Rev.

Victoria to sign up—cell: 508-2143 or

Ochurch: 462-5615.



We’'ll meet at 5:15to rehearse our part in the encounter, which wiehast. It will

include a light meal and will be over at 8:00.
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6:00-7:30 at the church. We'll play games and warlour offering for the next Youth

We’'ll meet at 5:15 to leave for the encounter @nBra Iglesia in Hobart.

Spend time with our families.
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The YAT (youth and adults who help plan) will me¢5:00 PM on Friday, February 26
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Just 37% of those interviewed exciting way to read through the
could name all four Gospels. whole Bible and discuss each part
Only 42% of adults were able to with other disciples. Please contact
name as many as five of the Ten John Springsteen (464-92420 or Brian
Commandments correctly. Harmon (462-6473) with questions,
Seven in ten (70%) were able to or attend an upcoming, short
name the town where Jesus was bornorientation session, which will be
but just 42% could identify him as the announced soon.
person who delivered the Sermon on
the Mount. 12% of adults believe that L . .
Noah's wife was Joan of Arc. 75% Ministerial I\/Iusmgs
believe the Bible teaches that God  Hymm, not much space left, and if
helps those who help themselves (theyqve gotten through all eight pages,
Although most Americans own a saying is original with Ben Franklin).  youre probably tired of reading. Let
Bible, use of the Bible varies  George Lindbeck, the famous Yale me simply share this. There once was
significantly. In a Gallop poll taken theologian, said, "When | first arrived 5 | enten sermon. | don’t know if it
in October, 2000, 59% of Americans at Yale, even those who came from a5 the best, but it certainly was the
reported they read the Bible at least nonreligious backgrounds knew the gnortest. The minister had announced
occasionally. This is down from 73% Bible better than most of those now he would preach on sin. When he got
in the 1980s. Those who read the who come from churchgoing o the pulpit, he said, “Don’t do it.

Bible regularly spend about 52 families." _ Amen.” ...Then he sat down.
minutes a week in the scriptures. FCC is going to help turn this sad | gye you; | hope your Lent is
When it comes to going beyond trend around! going well. — Dave

mere reading to actual study, the In about six weeks, we will start a
numbers decline sharply. Only one in Disciples Bible Study. The adult
seven Americans report an Christian Education team is
involvement that goes beyond just sponsoring it, and the Emmaus Class
reading the Bible. Fourteen percent of is purchasing the materials for each
Americans currently belong to a Bible person who decides to participate.
study group. This is down a full one- This class will meet at 8:30 AM on
third from 1990 when 21% said they Sundays for a total of 34 weeks. The
were involved in a Bible study group. extended time is to allow as much
How about knowledge of the group participation as possible, since
Bible? According to Gallup, "Despite the study writers suggest about 1%z to
the impressive statistics concerning 2 hours for each weekly meeting. We
Bible reading and study, it is apparent need a commitment to continue for
that ignorance about its contents is this length of time as we will be
widespread.” He gives evidence for covering the entire Bible!
this conclusion: There will be a sign-up sheet in
Only half of adults interviewed the narthex in the next couple of
nationwide could name any of the weeks to determine how many study |
four Gospels of the New Testament. guides we need to order. This is an "y

In essentials, unity;
In non-essentials, liberty;
In all things, charity.



