
 

 

Council Installation 
This Sunday, January 17 

During worship on Sunday, January 
17th at the 8:30 a.m. service, we will 
formally install our new council 
officers; then at the 10:00 a.m. service, 
we will install our new council AND 
offer our gratitude to outgoing council 
president, Mickey Koehler.  �  

 
As We Begin 2010... 
As your Council President for 2010, 

I am looking forward to a great year at 
First Christian Church.  I would 
encourage all of you to work with me 
to do God’s work in the church and to 
remember that He is the reason we are 
all here.  I look forward to membership 
growth and financial stability. 

I would also like to remind you that 
the Elders are the spiritual leaders of 
our church.  If there is a concern or 
problem that you would like us to 
consider, please bring it to our 
attention.  We will address all concerns 
at our monthly meetings and report 
back to you. 

I am here for you.  I represent you 
and want to make this church a place 
where you can come to feel warm and 

loved. 
 

Happy New 
Year! 

 

Yours in 
Christ, 

 

Becky 
Springsteen 
2010 Council  

     President  �  

Ash Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ash Wednesday comes early this 
year, it’s February 17.  Mark your 
calendars to begin the journey of Lent 
by joining our elders for a simple meal 
at 6:30 followed by a service that will 
include shredding our sins and having 
our foreheads marked with ashes. 

By the way, our elders are also 
planning a service for Maundy 
Thursday (April 1) and a prayer vigil 
for Good Friday (April 2).                  �  
 

 

Rehearsals Begin 
 
 
 
 
 
Incoming council president, Becky 

Springsteen, and director Doug Ross 
have begun putting together a cast and 
rehearsal schedule for this year’s 
offering of our yearly pageant, 
“Godspell.”  God figures and disciples 
have been assigned.  They will 
rehearse most Sundays from 12:00 to 
1:30 and most Mondays from 6:30 to 
8:00.  However, there are other roles to 
fill and we would love to have you 
participate if you feel so called.  Just 
contact Doug at (219) 733-8018 or 

doug.ross@scinet.net.   The production 
will be offered on Sunday, March 14 at 
10:00 AM and 6:00 PM.                     �  

 
 

Labyrinth for Lent 
& “All Soles Go To Heaven” 
         Used Shoe Drive 

 

B e g i n n i n g  A s h 
Wednesday, February 17, 
a labyrinth will be 
available in the Fellowship Hall. It will 
remain in place through Easter. People 
who walk labyrinths as a prayer 
discipline will tell you each time that 

they walk it is different. So whether 
you’ve walked one before 
or not, walk this one.  
       Perhaps this is a good 

time to regularly ‘fast’ from your 
routine and busyness — to set aside 
time for prayer in a different way. 
Consider praying with the labyrinth 
once each week during Lent. Bring the 
family! Kids are more open to mystery 
than adults – let them guide you. Walk 
alone or with a group. Each experience 
will be different. 

This labyrinth will 
be combined with a 
used shoe drive. Beginning Sunday, 
February 21, bring used shoes in good 
condition to Fellowship Hall and place 
them along the labyrinth path. This is 
part of the “Share your Soles” program 
out of Alsip, Illinois. Our shoes will go 
to those in need around the world. Our 

labyrinth will combine 
personal prayer with 
mission outreach. BE 
PART OF IT!     �  
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FIRST CHRISTIAN’S STAFF  
Boss: God Ministers:  All Our Members 

Co-Pastor & Youth Director: Dave Kovalow-St. John 
Co-Pastor:  Victoria Ubben Council VP:    Cheryl Girman 
Music Minister: Phil Hahn Treasurer:  Deb Armstrong 
Council Pres: Becky Springsteen Secretary:  Beth Ingram 
Spiritual Care: Kathy Light Clerk: Mary Frances Babcock 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
Early Worship:  8:30 a.m.     Second Service: 10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education:  8:30 and 9:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast:  9:30 a.m. 

 

 PUBLICATION, FAX, E-MAIL, WEB ����
 The Bell Tower is published once a month; Rev. Dave & Rev. 

Victoria, editors;  Mary Lou Young, secretary.    Fax #:  (219) 531-
1480   E-mail: sec@fccvalpo.org   Web site: fccvalpo.org 

Upcoming Servers 
 

January 17, 2010  
 Greeters: tba 
 Acolytes: Maggie Welsh & Logan Ferngren 
 Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Brian & Sue Harmon 
 Sound Technician: E: Kathy Hadley; L: Christy St. John 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
 Children’s Sermon: Leslie Maxwell 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Phil Carichoff & Mary Lou Carney 
 Breakfast Hosts: Jane Elder & Anne Gott 
 Elders: John  & Becky Springsteen 
 

January 24, 2010 
 Greeters: tba 
 Acolytes: Clayton Roberts & Alexis Ferngren 
 Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Diane & Dave Yeager 
 Sound Technician: E: Deb Armstrong; L: John Springsteen 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
 Children’s Sermon: Heather Maxwell 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Kent Hill & Harry Horner 
 Breakfast Hosts: Mickey Koehler & Robin Malone 
 Elders: Doug Ross & Becky Springsteen 
 

January 31, 2010 
 Greeters: tba 
 Acolytes: Truman Maxwell & Nathaniel Steeves 
 Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Carole Horner 
 Sound Technician: E: Andy Roberts; L: Chrissy Clark 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
 Children’s Sermon: Mary Lou Carney 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Don Hadley & Ada Hiller 
 Breakfast Hosts: Carol McCreery & Maxine Philips 
 Elders: Lonnie Steele & Cheryl Girman 
  

February 7, 2010 - Scout Sunday 
 Greeters: Scouts 
 Acolytes: Scouts 
 Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain 
 Scripture Readers: Scouts 
 Sound Technician: E: Harry Horner; L: Dale Price 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
 Children’s Sermon: Scouts 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Early Ser. Deacon: Molly Phelps & Joanne Ross 
 Breakfast Hosts: Diane & Dave Yeager 
 Elder: Fred Armstrong 
 

February 14, 2010 
 Greeters: tba 
 Acolytes: Madison Batthauer & Nickie Ross 
 Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 
 Scripture Readers: The Bailey Family 

 Sound Technician: E: Kathy Hadley; L: Christy St. John 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
 Children’s Sermon: Andy Roberts 
 Children’s Worship: Terry P., Sharon W. & Friends 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Kim & Dave Batthauer 
 Breakfast Hosts: Bill Cantrell & Margaret Armstrong 
 Elders: Peter Steeves & Lonnie Steele 

 

Attendance 
 12/13/09: 128 at 8:30 a.m.; 198 at 10 a.m.; 5 for CE 
 12/20/09: 40 at 8:30 a.m.; 175 at 10 a.m.; 25 for CE 
 12/24/09: 205 at 7:00 p.m.; 115 at 11 p.m.  
 12/27/09: 23 at 8:30 a.m.; 106 at 10 a.m.; 11 for CE 
  1/03/10: 34 at 8:30 a.m.; 120 at 10 a.m.; 14 for CE 

 

In the Hospital 
12/13/09:   Raymond “Dave” Woods & Joan Redelman (Porter);  
 Lois Polite (The Arbors)  
12/20/09:   Raymond “Dave” Woods (Porter);  
  Joan Redelman (hospice care at daughter’s); 
  Lois Polite (The Arbors)  
12/27/09: Raymond “Dave” Woods (Porter);  
 Lois Polite (The Arbors);  

 Joan Redelman (Hospice at daughters) 

1/03/09: Raymond “Dave” Woods (Porter); 
 Maytha Steele (Portage); Lois Polite (The Arbors) 

 

Prayer Concerns 
These members of our extended church family are ill, in 
recovery, or dealing with other prayer-worthy issues:  
  

Joan Redelman Maytha Steele  
Lois Polite Ruth Kelly  
Raymond Dave Woods John Cleveland  
John Harmon Brett Carney 

The family of Roberta Pauli (Roberta died 1-10) 
Jimmy Ziller (Bunny & Tom Clark’s grandson)  

Gabriel Madrigal (Ilene Chelf’s son-in-law) 
Phyllis Sturgis (Nan’s sister)  

Dennie & Asma Howard (Sandi Howard’s son & daughter-in-law)  
Chris Huang (brother-in-law to both Carol Kuznicki 

and Janet Biggs)  
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Thanks! 

To our FCC family: 
We cannot begin to thank 

everyone for their prayers, cards, 
phone calls, and signed note. It has 
been a difficult time for us, but 
having such a caring church has been 
a tremendous comfort. I also love the 
prayer shawl from the Kneedle 
Knuts.  Thank you all very much. 

Carol, Chris, Trisha, and 
Courtney Kuznicki 

 

����������������������������� �� �
 

     Wow, what a surprise!  Thanks for 
the five dollars for a meal. 

Melissa Young 
 

����������������������������� �� �
 

Thank you to those deacons and 
members who lit our Advent candles 
this season: 

·  November 29 - deacons Joanne 
Ross and Bill Cantrell  

·  December 6 -  deacon Ada 
Hiller and Jake Stephic 

·  December 13 - deacon Harry 
Horner and Carole & Gen Horner 

·  December 20 - deacon Carol 
Kuznicki and Janet & Larry Biggs 

·  December 24 - our elders Tom 
Wheele & George Armstrong 

On December 27, the first Sunday 
after Christmas, our Advent candles 
were relit by Elders Barb and Tom 
Wheele, as together we recalled what 
those candles mean (hope, peace, joy, 
and love).   

On January 3, white candles in the 
chancel display were lit in celebration 
of Epiphany by Barb and Tom 
Wheele at the early service and by 
Isaiah Smith and Austin Shingler at 
the second worship service. 

Remember that we are all called to 
carry the light of Christ out into the 
world during this “Bleak Midwinter.” 

Rev. Victoria 
 

����������������������������� �� �
 

    Once again we've had another 
Advent where our FCC children did a 
terrific job with their Christmas 
program. I am so proud of 
them.  Thank you to all who pitched 

in to make "The Unfriendly Beasts" a 
success.  Thank you, too, to everyone 
who supports our children's programs 
here at FCC.  Some may think the 
things we do with our kids are 

f r i v o l o u s 
and unim-
portant; but 
t o d a y ' s 
c h i l d r e n 
will, hope-
fully, grow 

up loving the Lord and loving this 
church, and they will become our 
elders, deacons, teachers, and 
supporters in years to come.  They 
are the future of our church. 

I would also like to thank 
everyone for the many gifts and cards 
I received.  I am very spoiled!! 

We spent most of the fall session 
learning about the life and times of 
Moses,  then i t  was on to 
Christmas.  We have kicked off the 
brand new year by beginning to 
explore the life of Joseph and his 
amazing journey after receiving that 
trendy and colorful frock from Daddy 
Jacob.  It didn't seem hard for the kids 
to imagine how Joseph's eleven 
brothers were seething with jealousy 
since most of the kids have siblings 
whom they've watched from time to 
time with similar "seething" receive a 
cell phone or an iPod or new bike or 
American Girl doll when they got 
zilch.  Trust me.... they could relate, 
as could I.  (Remember, back in the 
century or so after Joseph lived, I, 
too, was a kid.)   

T h o s e  o l d  B i b l i c a l - t i me 
resentments and feelings of being 
under-loved and unappreciated are 
still alive and well today.  Only the 
century has changed.   I am searching 
for a really good kids' musical about 
Joseph that we can perhaps present to 
the congregation in the late 
spr i ng . . . . .p robab l y  no t  tha t 
technicolor Donnie Osmond one, but 
one similar.  We wish you a 
wonderful new year!  Please keep our 
children in your prayers. 

Terry Pickering & 
(The Best Assistant Ever!!!)  

         Sharon Wiegand �  

Food Pantry Update 
December was extra busy 

with the usual pantry 
service days and an 
extra Saturday when 
Christmas baskets, 
provided by the 
Valparaiso FOP, 
were distributed —
273 families (672 people) 
were served on the regular days, and 
100+  'baske t s '  we re  g i ven 
out.  Luckily we have a GREAT 
volunteer staff to help with any and 
all pantry projects!!  Four new 
volunteers have been added to the 
staff in the last several months. 

It was fortunate that churches, 
organizations, and individuals were 
generous in their giving through the 
holidays!  Supplies look like they 
should last through February, but 
hopefully donations will continue to 
come in from those knowing that the 
pantry serves year round.  Turkey 
points were turned in and provided 
more than 50 turkeys/turkey breasts 
that will be offered in February and 
March.  Some points were used to get 
hams that will be appropriate for 
Easter. 

Items that would be appreciated 
now are:  juices, Kleenex, canned 
fruits, paper towels, pork & beans, 1# 
bags of rice, and bathroom tissue.  

Nan Steeves, Anne Egolf  
& Sharon Crowder 

 Christian Food Pantry Co-directors       ��
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2010 Schedule 
FCC Bookies 

Winter is the perfect time to curl 
up and read a good book.  The FCC 
Bookies have made their reading 
selection for the 
next six months: 

 

·  1/27/10 - Have 
a Little Faith by 
Mitch Albom;  Jim 
M i t c h e l l , 
facilitator. 

·  2/24/10 - The 
Angels of Morgan 
Hill by Donna Van 
Liere;  Norma Armstrong, facilitator. 

·  3/31/10 - The 
S e p a r a t e 
Cou n t r y  b y 
Robert Hicks; 
M a r y  L o u 
C a r n e y , 
facilitator. 
·  4/28/10 -  The 
Lost Symbol by 
Dan Brown; Bill 
C a n t r e l l , 
facilitator. 

·  5/26/10 - Hotel on the Corner of 
Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford;  
Lapreil Schwan, facilitator. 

 

The Bookies meet at 7:15 PM on 
the last Wednesday of the month, and 
everyone is welcome.  �  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Education 
New Classes 

 

Our Favorite Parables 
 Rev. Victoria’s 

Adult Education 
c l a s s  h a s 
concluded i ts 
Sunday Morning 
E v a n g e l i s m 
Study.  The group 
will tackle now 
“OUR FAVORITE PARABLES,”  an 
adult discussion covering the history 
behind — and the culture which gave 
birth to —  some of our favorite 
parables.  The group will cover one 
parable per session for five weeks, 
beginning on January 17 with the 
Prodigal Son story as it is recorded in 
the Gospel according to Luke.  The 
group shall conclude this work on 
February 14. 

Then the group has agreed to 
change its focus for the season of 
Lent, concentrating on PRAYER. 
This session will begin on February 
21 and conclude on March 28.  (See 
“Lenten Spiritual Programs” on page 5). 

Join adults for lively study and 
conversation in the east end of the 
library every Sunday at 9:00 AM.  
 

Christian Parenting Class 
     Leslie Maxwell, 
who led last year’s 
class on Christian 
parent ing,  has 
started another class 
this year with a new 
book.  It’s held 
Sundays at 9:00 
AM in the west end 
of the library.  The 
new book, which 

can be purchased at Barnes & Noble, 
is The Birth Order Book by Dr. Kevin 
Leman.  Please contact Leslie (531-
9559) with any questions.  Any and 
all are welcome! 

  

Emmaus Class 
The Emmaus Class, led by Sue & 

Brian Harmon, continues to meet in 
the Emmaus Room at 8:30 a.m.  
There are various materials used for 
study, so stop in and join the group! �  

Scouting News 
   The troop has a busy 
winter planned as our 
schedule proves: 

·  January 15 & 16: 
campout & Klondike 
derby. 

·  February 19, 20 & 21: weekend 
at Wright Patterson Air Force Base. 

·  February 6: troop dinner at 
church to celebrate 100 years of 
scouting in the U.S. 
    One-hundred-seventy invitations 
have been sent to past troop members, 
not only inviting them to the dinner 
but also to attend church with the 
troop on Scout Sunday, which is 
February 7. This should be a great 
weekend for the scouting program, a 
program that 1st Christian Church has 
sponsored for 68 years!  

Bill Eckert 
                  Head Scoutmaster  �  

 
  

Disciples Women 
Our CWF met on December 17 

and  twenty  women attended the 
C h r i s t m a s 
luncheon. Net 
profit from the 
2009  Fa l l 
Bazaar was 
j us t  unde r 
$6,800!  Being 
faithful women of 
God’s mission work, it was decided 
CWF will donate $2,000 to First 
Contact for emergency assistance to 
people in our own community of 
Valparaiso.  It was also decided that 
$100 per month, through June 2010, 
will be donated to the Helping Hands 
fund here at First Christian Church to 
enable our ministers to assist those 
who pass through our doors. We also 
will continue to give $200 per month 
to the church’s operating expenses. 

Women’s Ministries are meeting 
on a regular basis. Offerings include 
Circles (4 total), scrapbooking, needle 
work, and Bible study & prayer 
groups. All of them offer fellowship 
and sharing of faith. Each group is 
unique and meets at its own date and 
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time. See the bulletins or call the 
office for specifics. 

First Christian Church is honored 
to host one of five regional women’s 
events this spring.  On Saturday, 
April 10th, “Women of Faith — 
Arise and Stand Tall!” will be a day 
long event you won’t want to miss. 
D.O.C. women from all over northern 
Indiana will be coming to our 
hospitable church. MARK YOUR 
CALENDER NOW! �  

  
 

Lenten Spiritual 
Programs 

“Revolutionize your life by 
changing how you connect with 
God.” A new personal prayer 
program will be offered through 
Adult Education at 9:00 AM on 
Sunday mornings. The six week 
series begins February 21. This 
program is for those of us who want 
to take a step up in our prayer life and 
gain a new perspective on our 
interaction with God!  

This same program will be offered 
at another time for individuals unable 
to attend Sunday School. Contact me 
so I can plan dates, times, & locations 
based on the needs of participants.  
      Kathy Light (462-7114) �  

 
 

Adult Book 
Discussion 

My husband, 
Joe, received the 
following e-mail 
message from a 
friend prior to 
Christmas: 

 

Joe, 
Check out this 

book. You should 
get  i t  for 
Victoria for 
Christmas:   http://simchurch.com/ 

 Ray 
 

 So Joe checked out the link, knew 
I would love the book, and bought it 
for me for Christmas.  Click on  the 
link and read about SimChurch.  If a 

virtual church (building-a-church-
community-on-the-computer) is of 
interest to you (as it is to me), buy the 
book, read it on your own, and let’s 
discuss the ideas presented in it -- 
over coffee at a convenient time.  

                 Rev. Victoria �  

 
You Can Help FCC 

Recycle By... 
The church makes quite an effort to 
recycle BUT help is needed.  Here are 
some recycling rules, that — if 
followed — make it 
easier for me to 
manage recycling 
pick-up. 

·  No garbage or 
food is to be put in 
the recycle bin—that includes 
anything that has food particles on it. 

·  No Styrofoam of any kind. 
·  No plastic bags are recycled by 

the city. Bags can be recycled at 
Staples, Wiseway, and Wal-mart 

·  The lid that is removed from a 
can, either with pull tab or can 
opener, must be put inside the empty 
can before putting it in the bin. 

·  However, remove lids from all 
jugs, bottles, jars, etc. and put both in 
the recycle bin. 

·  PLEASE break down all 
cardboard boxes; they should be 
totally FLAT when put in the bin. 

·  PLEASE, no pizza in the boxes.  
Your help is greatly appreciated and 
will make picking up the church’s 
recyclable items much easier! 
              Bill Eckert �  
 
 

Men’s Ministries  

The next Tuesday  Evening 
Men’s Dinner is February   2nd at 
6:30.  Bill Eckert will make 
sauerkraut with sausage & pork, 
mashed potatoes, and dessert.  Dale 
Price and Dave Czekaj will present a 
brief program on energy efficiency.  

As a service project, we are going 
to paint the large bathrooms near 
Barbee’s Gillum Center on Saturday 
morning, April 10.  Some of us may 

go out the night before (Friday, April 
9) and sleep in the big house.  You’ll 
need paint clothes, but tools and paint 
will be provided.  Call Rev. Dave or 
Bill Eckert with questions. 

The Tuesday Afternoon Men’s 
Bible Study (12:45-2:00) will 
continue the story of King David: 

 

   TUESDAY                  SCRIPTURE 
 

Jan. 19 ............................. 13:1-22 
Jan. 26 ........................... 13:23-39 
Feb. 2 ......................... 14:1-15:37 
Feb. 9 ......................... 16:1-19:8a 
Feb. 16 ..................... 19:8b-21:22 
Feb. 23 ......................... 22:1-23:7 
Mar. 2  ........................ 23:8-24:25 
Mar. 9 ......... 1st Kings 1:1-2:12 ��
�
�

Next FCC Blood 
Drive, January 27 

       Our last blood 
drive (December 2) 
p r o d u c e d 4 9 
“productive units” 

— nine more than the Red Cross’ goal 
of 40!  They sent us a nice thank you 
note saying our blood will be used to 
help cancer and leukemia patients; 
burn victims; people undergoing 
surgery; and anemic patients with 
heart, liver, or kidney problems.  
Where else can you have that kind of 
positive impact so easily?  The next 
blood drive at First Christian will be 
Wednesday, January 27, 2-7:00 PM. 
Call 1 (800) 448-3543 to schedule an 
appointment or just be a walk-in.     ��
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United Way Youth 
  The Power 
of Youth is 
a  council 
of leaders 
from each 
of the nine 

high schools in Porter County 
dedicated to improving and creating a 
positive perspective of youth through 
the performance of valuable services 
that benefit others.  I am honored to 
be a part of The United Way’s “Power 
of Youth” because I want to keep 
Porter County a great place to live and 
I want to empower the youth who live 
in Porter County to be helpful citizens 
and compassionate human beings. 

Specifically, our Power of Youth 
group has chosen to take an 
aggressive and positive stand to Battle 
Against Drugs in Porter County.  We 
have organized the first Battle of the 
Bands, “Battle Against Drugs” to take 
place on Saturday, February 20, at 
the Athletic and Recreation Center of 
Valparaiso University.  Our youth 
group will be attending this event – 
and hundreds of young people from 
our county will be there as well.  This 
is an event appropriate for people 
from middle school, though high 
school, college, and up.  High school 
bands from our nine high schools will 
compete and the crowd gathered will 
choose the best band. 

Tickets will be sold at the door for 
$5.00 each, but let me know if you’ll 
be there so that I can look for you and 
greet you.  The money we raise will 
go to fund grants in Porter County 
Agencies providing programs 
addressing teen drug prevention and 
early treatment – including Porter-
Starke Services, Inc.  Just think, if you 
buy a $5.00 ticket to our Battle of the 
Bands, you could make a difference 
by keeping one teen off drugs! 

Call me, Jeremiah Smith, for more 
information at 510-2609 or my 
mother, Rev. Victoria Ubben, at 508-
2143. 

Thank you all for joining me and 
the youth of Porter County in our 
Battle Against Drugs. 

  Jeremiah Smith       �  

Council Highlights 
     Our January 
1 0 t h  C o u n c i l 

meeting began with a 
meditation by Rev. 

Victoria & Rev Dave 
on “The Holy Ordinary.”  

They told about Suzanne 
Gutherie, a woman who sought to 
leave behind a l i fe t ime of 
“multitasking, strategizing, practicing 
triage on (her) calendar, and 
squeezing to get the most out of every 
moment.”  Instead, she learned to 
“show up in the present,” “lose our 
curse of boredom,” and “rediscover a 
passion for the ordinary.”    It was a 
reminder that God loves us in — and 
can be served during — everyday life 
(yes, that includes committee work!)  

   

Business highlights include: 
�� Incoming chairperson, Becky 

Springsteen, gave a tentative list of 
2010 council meetings: February 21, 
March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20, 
July 18, August 15, Sept. 19, October 
17, November 21, and December 19. 

�� Minutes will be e-mailed to 
council members before each meeting.  

�� Dave Batthauer’s term as 
treasurer is complete (the council will 
formally thank him for his service 
soon).  Deb Armstrong will be our 
2010 treasurer. Sharon Wiegand is 
preparing the records for a formal 
audit.  

�� Tom Wheele reported on the 
elders’ meeting last Tuesday.  Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday will all be recognized 
with special services. Fred Armstrong 
will assist elder chair Barb Wheele 
this year and take over the elders’ 
chairmanship next year.  All the elders 
will serve on at least one committee 
this year.  The elders will meet on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month. 

�� Our trustees include Maxine 
Philips, Lonnie Steele & Tom Wheele. 

�� There will be eleven deacons 
assigned to any given Sunday on two 
rotating teams (captained by Mickey 
Koehler and Bill Cantrell).  Two will 
serve at the early service, two will 
host the donut hour, and seven will 
serve communion and collect offering 

at the second service.  (The PIN 
number for picking up donuts at 
Family Express is available from the 
church office.) 

�� The worship team will handle 
any details in the donut hour. 

�� A constitutional revision 
committee has been established led by 
Tom Wheele.  Anyone who wishes to 
participate can contact him. 

�� Brian Harmon & John Spring-
steen will chair the worship team, 

�� Mickey Koehler will be in 
charge of the Evangelism/membership 
team, but he needs more volunteers to 
join him. 

�� Christian Education, chaired by 
Leslie Maxwell, will have its first 
meeting in February. 

�� Carol Horner has agreed to 
chair the Stewardship team. 

�� Lapriel Schwan and Melissa 
Brown are chairing outreach.  Jackie 
and Mark Baird will chair this year’s 
Relay for Life (it will be on May 14th 
this year and held at T.J. middle 
school).  Matt and Melissa will chair 
the CROP walk.  Outreach meets the 
first Sunday of every month at 9:15. 

�� Mother’s Time Out is now 
called Circle of Friends.  Registration 
is down because of the economy, but 
the program itself is strong. 

�� Bill Eckert said the men’s 
group has shrunk.  It’s hard to generate 
enthusiasm going for the 1st-Tuesday-
of-the-month dinners.  He asked the 
council to get involved in helping 
revive the group, and to keep the first 
Tuesday free of other activities. 

�� Our technology team is 
actively seeking more people to be 
involved in helping staff the tech 
booth.  (Volunteers set up mikes, 
adjust lights, run power point 
presentations, etc.) �

�� Council members were urged 
to consider ways to improve the 
manner in which we put items on the 
calendar. 

�� “Godspell” will be March 14. 
�� People are encouraged to pick 

up their offering envelope boxes.  
�� The next council meeting will 

be February 21.  
�� Rev. Victoria closed our 

meeting with prayer.                            �  
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������ ��� ������� ������ 
�������������� 
�������������� 
�������������� 
�������� Host a fund-raising luncheon at church (by the way, money raised at these luncheons 
helps pay for outreach projects and events like February’s ski trip).  ����

������ �� ���� ������ �� ��� ������ �!"� �!#�� �$� %��&&!�'���� ������ �!"� �!#�� �$� %��&&!�'���� ������ �!"� �!#�� �$� %��&&!�'���� ������ �!"� �!#�� �$� %��&&!�'� The fellowship time will be  6:00 - 7:30 at the church.  We’ll play 
games and work on our offering for the next Youth Encounter.  However, if there is snow on either of these days, we’ll 
have a sledding party.    

(�(�(� (�� ��� ���� ��������������$���������������$���������������$���������������$� We’ll meet at 5:15 to leave for the encounter at Central Christian in Merrillville.   
����

��)$�*$+���)$�*$+���)$�*$+���)$�*$+� ����
��� �  ���� ���� %��"�$)���� 
��������%��"�$)���� 
��������%��"�$)���� 
��������%��"�$)���� 
�������� We’ll host a luncheon of soup and baked potatoes to raise money for trips and 

the food pantry. 

������ ��, ,,,�-�-�- �-� ������� %.!� �$!"�%.!� �$!"�%.!� �$!"�%.!� �$!"� We’ll be going to Wisconsin for President’s Day weekend.  It will probably cost $140 per person 
for equipment and lift tickets, plus $20 for group meals, plus whatever you want to spend for one meal on the road there 
and another on the way back.  The group will pay for lodging & transportation.  

������ ��� ������� /*����� �0� ���� /*�& �/*����� �0� ���� /*�& �/*����� �0� ���� /*�& �/*����� �0� ���� /*�& �  Jeremiah is working with “Power of Youth” (part of United Way) on a Battle-of-
the-Bands at the V.U. ARK (athletic and recreation center).  The bands will come from High Schools all over the region.  
Tickets are $5; profits benefit Porter Stark’s drug-rehab program.  We’ll meet at the ARK at 6:45.  (see article, page 6) 

�1�1�1�1� ��� ���� ��������������$���������������$���������������$���������������$� We’ll meet at 5:15 to leave for the encounter at Union Community in Valparaiso.  
����

������2���	
�������%	������3�3�����4%��2���	
�������%	������3�3�����4%��2���	
�������%	������3�3�����4%��2���	
�������%	������3�3�����4% ����
The YAT (youth and adults who help plan) will meet at 5:00 PM on Friday, January 29.����

 

��������$� ��&�!��*�%�##�$�5�$.��$!"6����$� ��&�!��*�%�##�$�5�$.��$!"6����$� ��&�!��*�%�##�$�5�$.��$!"6����$� ��&�!��*�%�##�$�5�$.��$!"6 ����
After church (~11:15) on Sunday, January 17th, those interested in the participating in a summer work trip 

will meet in the parlor to discuss possibilities.����
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Baby Hats!!! 
Kneedle Knuts Strike Again 

      The Kneedle Knuts 
are at it again with a 
wonderful project you 
can join in on.  St. 
Anthony’s Hospital in 
Crown Point is in need 
of baby hats.  I have 

placed patterns for knit and crochet 
versions of the sweet little bumpkin 
covers on the table in the narthex.  
Grab a copy, a crochet hook or 
knitting needles, and some white yarn 
— and start stitching!  

The hospital requests that the hats 
be only white with no 
embellishments, i.e. ribbon, 
pompoms, etc.  If you need help on 
the pattern, selecting yarn or 
whatever, feel free to contact head 
knut Sue Dolezal at 465-5031.  Don’t 
know how to knit or crochet?  You 
have two choices:  come to our 
Kneedle Knuts gathering the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm 
and learn how, OR feel free to donate 
some white yarn to our current cause 
(contact Sue for correct yarn weight 
needed and/or suggested brands).    �  

Ministerial Musings 
Ah, a new year!  Many resolutions 

look like this —  In 2007: I will go to 
church every Sunday; 

In 2008: I will go to church as 
often as possible; 

In 2009: I will set aside time each 
Sunday for prayer and meditation; 

In 2010: I will try to catch the late 
night Sunday sermonette on TV. 

If you haven’t made a resolution 
yet, it’s too late to go with “I will stop 
procrastinating,” but here’s one that is 
straight out of the Bible:    

…Add to your faith, goodness;  
and to your goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love." (II Pet.1:5-7) 

Sounds good, but how to get it 
done?  Our sage old founding father, 
Benjamin Franklin, once conducted a 
classic self-improvement experiment. 
In between discovering electricity and 
charming the French, good old Ben 
decided there were seven virtues 
commonly accepted as desirable in a 
cultured person. He resolved to 
develop each virtue in himself, one 
week at a time.  

But despite his determination and 
intellectual ability he abandoned his 
self-improvement project after only a 
few weeks. According to Ben, the 
idea didn’t work in reality nearly as 
well as it did on paper.  He would 
master a virtue, but – when he moved 
on to the next – the previous one 
began to slip. He wouldn’t put it this 
way, but Dr. Franklin discovered that 

trying to overcome sin is futile on our 
own. If we fail to acknowledge our 
bad behavior is the result of our sinful 
nature, we can fool ourselves into all 
sorts of grandiose attempts at self-
improvement. 

If you want help in doing 
something about your sin, you’ve 
already taken the first step: admitting 
that sin is the problem, and that you 
need help with it.  The second step 
involves a reckless reliance on the 
love of God – in a word, faith.   

That’s the foundation, but it 
doesn’t stop there.  With God’s help 
we can add goodness, knowledge, and 
…well, check out Peter’s list. 

The bad news is: I can’t do it on my 
own. (When I try, I quickly end up 
like the alcoholic who claims, “I can 
handle one drink.”) The good news is, 
I don’t have to do it on my own! 

 

Prayer: Dear God, I’d love to 
believe I can “self-improve” all by 
myself with some variation on Ben 
Franklin’s Self-Improvement Course. 
But I know any New Year's resolution 
worth a darn has to start with growing 
in Your grace, maturing in faith, and 
serving others in Your name. Forgive 
me for the times I get caught up in 
resolutions that have no relation to 
serving You and others, resolutions so 
self-serving they don’t even make me 
a better person if do I manage to keep 
them. By the power of Your Spirit, 
lead me to focus on growing in Your 
grace so that I might become a more 
effective witness, in word and deed to 
You Son, my Savior.  Amen.   

 

                    Dave                 �  

 

 Interested in a 
 

Summer Work Trip? 
 

Help Discuss Possibilities 
This Sunday 
In the Parlor 

After the 2nd Service 


