gell Tower

Early Service
Speakers

Speakers for upcoming 8:3@wv
outdoor services are:

......................... Doug Ross
(FCC elder)

.................. Jim Mitchell

(FCC member)

................... Dale Ciciora

(FCC member)

August 15................ Peter Steeves

(FCC elder)

August 1

August 8

August 22
(FCC member)

August 29 Tomas Angon
(Hispanic Minister at
Emmanuel Lutheran)

September 5 Terry Pickering

(FCC member)

Note: the change (or non-change)
of worship times was instituted by our
Council as an experiment. In August,
those who attend a patrticular servide
will be polled as to whether we should
keep the 8:30 and 10:00 times year-
round, or go to 7:30 and 9:30 (or even
8:00 and 9:30) in coming summers.
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Ron Gill

2010 FRB £
Growing
Project

We have
growing  project
again this year! The Maxwellg
(Darlene, Andy and his family, plug
Matt and his family) are once agai
setting aside land and donatin
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equipment and labor to participate i
this extremely effective and importan
outreach project. You can help b
donating money, if you are able, to th
churchanddesignating it FRB.” There
is information in the narthex, or talk tq
George Armstrong (219-996-6224
who will answer any questions an
generally talk to you about anything!

Regional Assembly

The theme of this year's Indian:
Regional AssemblyThe Way of the
Wildernessjs based on Exodus 13:1§
“So God
roundaboutway of the wilderness
toward the Red Sea.” The assembly
Friday, October 1, and Saturday
October 2, at Geist Christian Church i
Indianapolis. There will be worship, :
plenary session to set regional polic
shared meals, discovery session
youth events, child care, and mors
Registration is $65 ($40 for youth, $2
for children). For details visit:
www.indianadisciples.org/assembly

First Christian at the
County Fair

Several church family members ar
participating in the Porter County Fai
(July 22 - August 1). For instance
Lonnie Steele is once again the Fair
General Manager. Also,Amanda
LaVelle, Joanne Ross, Marcia lllig, Phil &
Laurel Hahn will perform with the
Valparaiso Community/University
Band at 6:00°m on Sunday, July 25.

led the people by the

Youth Car Wash
For Hoomgeles§helter!
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You may remember that the local
Homeless Shelter (Spring Valley) will
soon be under new management, but it
needs extra funding for the summer.
Churches and other local charities
were asked to help.

Here at First Christian, we received
-Sseveral private donations, including

$300 from the CWF, that were added
' to the $630 raised on thé"4f July
n .
when we opened our lot for parking to
those who wanted to see the fireworks
s' show across the street.
" Our youth will add to that total by
" hosting a car wash from 10:30 to 2:30
on Saturday, August™” Cars will be
washed and vacuumed for a donation
to Spring Valley.
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Ministry Teams
Need to Think $$

The Stewardship
5673 Team is putting together a
ég’isﬁ% budget for 2011. Please
1o 27 submit proposed budget
\ 20 requests to them (via the
office) ASAP; they will

work hard to realistically
and prayerfully accommodate
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everyone!
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UPCOMING SERVERS Outdoor Speaker: Ron Gill
July 25, 2010 Elders: Sharon Pflughaupt & Lonnie Steele
Greeters: Beth Ingram & Sharon Crowder AUGUST COMMUNION PREP
Acolytes: Emma & Caleb Dillingham Sally Oestreich
Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain
Scripture Readers: Kim & Dave Batthauer ATTENDANCE
Sound Technician: Harry Horner 6/20/10 41at 8:30 a.m.; 105 at 10 a.m.
Nursery Attendant Sandi Howard 6/27/10 47 at 8:30 a.m.; 114 at 10 a.m.
Children’s Sermon: Leslie Maxwell 7/04/10 63 at 8:30 a.m.; 112 at 10 a.m.

Children’s Worship:Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends 7/11/10 62 at 8:30 a.m.* 105 at 10 a.m.

Outdoor Speaker: Doug Ross . .
Elders: Doug Ross & Cheryl Girman 7/18/10 48 at 8:30 a.m.; 92 at 10 a.m.

Auqgust 1, 2010 IN THE HOSPITAL
Greeters: Lori & Bill Ferngren 6/20/10: Helen Benellwnhispering Pines Rehab)
Acolytes: Madiso_n Batthauer _ 6/27/10: Helen Benellwhispering Pines Rehab)
Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain 7/04/10: Helen Benellwhispering Pines Rehab)
Scripture Readers: Sandi Howard & Carol Kuznicki 7/11/10: Helen Beneltwhispering Pines Rehab)
Sound Technician: Dal,e Price 7/18/10: Helen Benelfwhispering Pines Rehab)
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee
Children’'s Sermon: Rev. Victoria PRAYER CONCERNS

Children’s Worship:Rev. Victorig Sharon W., & Friends
Outdoor Speaker: Rev. Jim Mitchell
Elders: Becky & John Springsteen

Art Ailes, Lauren Ingram, Jerry Bonner, Helen

August 8, 2010 Benell, Genon Kuehl, John Cleveland, Jon
Camplan (Jon is a scout father who has lymphoma)

Jimmy Ziller (Bunny & Tom Clark’s grandson)and
Dennie & Asma Howard (Sandi Howard's son & daughter-

These members of our extended church family arimill
recovery, or dealing with other prayer-worthy issue

Greeters: Sue Dolezal & Teri Moran
Acolytes: Ethan Pickering & Bryce Pickering
Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain
Scripture Readers: Andy Roberts

in-law)
Sound Technician: Andy Roberts
Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee Please keep the families of those who have recediyl in your
Children’s Sermon: Heather Maxwell Richard B E’Zrlayers'" Brown'Shusband
Children’s Worship:Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends Ichard Brown (Florence Brown'shusband)
Outdoor Speaker: Dale Ciciora Maury Radke (Donna Koehler’s step-father

Elders: Barb & Tom Wheele

August 15, 2010
Greeters: Cheryl Gazdich & Sherry Walters
Acolytes: Nicky Ross
Deacon Team: #1 - Bill Cantrell, captain

Scripture Readers: tba FIRST CHRISTIAN'S STAFF
Sound Technician: Chrissy Clark Boss God Ministers ~ All Our Members
i Co-Pastor & Youth DirectoDave Kovalow-St. John
Cl\tl]lfllzsery, Agendant_‘]%nr;gelr Lee Co-Pastar Victoria Ubben Council VP.  Cheryl Girman
'_ ren,s erm(_)n' e _ngr?‘m . Music Minister Phil Hahn Treasurer Deb Armstrong
Children’s Worship:Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends Council PresBecky SpringsteenSecretary Beth Ingram
Outdoor Speaker: Peter Steeves Spiritual CareKathy Light Clerk Mary Frances Babcock
Elders: Peter Steeves & Carole Horner SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
August 22, 2010 Early Worship: 8:30 a.m. _Second Servid®:00 a.m.
Greeters: Sandi Howard & Mark Baird c tph”ft'laé‘ Ed;fca?g_r;:gon h'at“f]) t
Acolytes: Eva & Truman Maxwell Cniliremivel BBl GETeRaitl (Em ARis)
Deacon Team: #2 - Mickey Koehler, captain PUBLICATION, FAX, E-MAIL, WEB
Scripture Readers: Leslie Maxwell The Bell Toweis published once a month; Rev. Dave & Rev.
Sound Technician: Harry Horner Victoria, editors; Mary Lou Young, secretary. axF# (219) 531-

Nursery Attendant Jennifer Lee 1480 _E-mail sec@fccvalpo.org_ Web sitiecvalpo.org

Children’'s Sermon: Mary Lou Carney
Children’s Worship: Rev. Victoria, Sharon W. & Friends




Thanks!

Dear Church Family,

| just can't tell all of you how
wonderful you are. It was 4
wonderful send-off for Walter, and it
meant so much to me and my family

| also wanted to let you know how
great the luncheon was. It took sug
a load off of us. It is such a hard jop
that the ladies in the kitchen dqg.
Thanks again for giving your timeg
and effort.

Jeanne Kubiak & family

Dear First Christian:

Thank you so much for the coffes
mug and Bible trivia book in
recognition of teaching the two
three year olds. They all are pure jg
to teach. | wish | could bottle thei
energy!

LUAnn Shirley

1%

We want to thank everyone who
volunteered to work in the kitchen oy
ring the bell, the youth helpers|
teachers, and all those who donat
items such as food and bug spra
Your efforts made VBS a wonderfu
experience for the children and

helped make our jobs easier. Thank

you everyone!
Jennifer Bailey and

Chrissy Clark
(VBS 2010 co-directors)

Food Pantry Update
The number of families served i
June was down a bit: 209 househol
(23 per day), adding up

tn
526 people (58 i'glgg
day). Kid's Kits S
were provided fo %ﬁﬁ%&
144 children. N

All the food from |} [ 24 &=
the May postal foou [N &=
drive has been sorted,
but it is being served quickly. Some
items that would be of help are
cereals, mac & cheese, bathroo
tissue, canned fruit, juices, and mixg

for cold drinks. Of course, any-and-

h

IS National Jamboree.

all donations are greatly appreciated
Nan Steeves, Anne Egolf,

and Sharon Crowder
(Christian Food Pantry
Co-Directors)

Troop 7 Update

It's been a busy summer
for the Scouts of Troop
7. On the third
week of June, our
troop went to Camp
Tamarack in Jones,
Michigan for a week and
honed their scout skills by earnin
merit badges at the waterfront, natu
center, rifle range, archery range, ar
handicraft areas. In addition to thes

win
V|m|!

Y badges, several scouts advanced

rank on their path to the Eagl
Award. When camp ended, the trog
came home for a week to rest ar

clean their gear before departing {

Northern Minnesota. There, the
went canoeing in the Boundar
Waters area for another week. THh
Scouts traveled over 50 miles alon

?dihe Canadian border, carrying all th
Y- gear and food in their canoes ar
remote campsiteq.

sleeping in
Everyone made it home safely
arriving back at our church on Jul§ 4
in time to watch the fireworks.

The summer action continues i
July for FIVE of our scouts who arg
taking part in the National Youth
Leadership Training at Camgy
Topenebee to develop and refin
leadership skills. On July 25, four g
our scouts will travel to Fort A.P. Hill
in Virginia to take part in the
Bill Eckert will
also be attending that event as part
the staff. The National Jambore
takes place every four years ar
highlights the principles of the
Scouting movement. At this year’
10-day Jamboree, which coincide
with the 108" Anniversary of Boy
Scouting in America, approximately
46,000 scouts will be in attendancs
This will be the last to be held in

along the New River for future

I Jamborees and high adventure
activities. Members of our Troop not

attending the National Jamboree will

take part in Scout Day at the Porter
County Fair on Saturday, July 31. If

you know of anyone who might be

interested in joining Boy Scouts,

please have them contact one of our
leaders: Dale Price, Drew Armstrong,

Bill Eckert or Fred Armstrong.

Fred Armstrong
(Scout Leader for Troop 7)

Men'’s Ministries

) The Tuesday Evening Mens
€ Dinner will take a break for July and
d August. We'll meet again on
€ September 7 at 6:30. ThEuesday
INAfternoon Men’s Bible Study
P (12:45-2:00) is looking at the Psalms:

Fé TUESDAY SCRIPTURE
o July 20 ............... securityPsalm 91
July 27 .......... God's reignPsalm 99
August 3....... forgivenessalm 130

August 10. sovereign GodPsalm 139
August 17 praisePsalm 145

e
g
e
d

CWF News

, CWF is
planning a

Q) 7. “Ladies Night

S ™ Oout”  for
Thursday,

& August 1§

& at 6:00pv at

e O - which  time
f we will have a carry-

in dinner in Fellowship Hall. At 7:00
Ppm we will adjourn to the sanctuary
for a special program by Keri
ofBerman. Keri presents one-woman
€ musical monologues for a number of
d Bible characters. On the "18he will
offer a 45-minute program on Eve. It
> is free, but a love offering will be
S collected. We hope you will invite
your friends to this program (women
AND men). Several of our members
F- have had the opportunity to hear her
and report that she does a fantastic

M Virginia as a new Scout property if job!
S West Virginia is being developed

Maxine Philips




Council Highlights
Council president Becky
Springsteen  brought the
Sunday, July 1'Bmeeting to
order, and Rev. Victoria

Ubben opened with prayer.
Treasurer Deb Armstrong
presented the treasurer’'s repoft.
There was a clarification regarding g
line item for insurance: the trustees
paid $9,089 for property insurance; |t
did not come out of the regulaf

budget. The checking account balange

as of June 30 was $48,975.38.

Tom Wheele reported that ouf
elders discussed the process/necess$
of criminal background checks fo
church workers(“old business,” below)

Bill Cantrell said the Deacong
will meet next Sunday, July 25, af
9:00Am to sort out deacon duties. H
encourages all deacons to attend tH
meeting.

With his “trustee hat” on, Tom

Y

Wheele stated that the closing on the

purchase of the property next door {o
the church will be August 2. Thg
Council as a group will be able to tou
the building and property at our nex
meeting. The Trustees hired Dave
Bengel to perform an official survey
of the church property to establish odr
true property lines. This has been
concern raised with the development
of property behind the church.

Rev. Victoria Ubben presented
her ministry report. Part of it alsd
deal with criminal background checkp
(“old business,” below)

John Springsteen noted that the
Worship Committee is not meetin
during the summer months.

Mickey Koehler discussed th

—

diverse activities planned by the prances offered her thanks to Bafb

Evangelism/Membership Committe
The canoe trip will take place thi
Saturday, July 24. Future outing
organized by this group includ
concerts at Taltree Arboretum
Marikesh Express on August 15 and
The Neverly Brothers on August 29
and a wine tasting trip to Michigan o
October 9.

Sharon Pflughaupt reported that
the Education Team had a ve

ty

”atthe church on Saturday, August

a

successful Vacation Bible School,
thanks to many helping hands.
team is currently discussing fall
Sunday school times and content.

The Stewardship Team will soom
be starting on planning their 2011
campaign.

The Outreach Committee i
working on assisting two Valparais¢
agencies, the Caring Place an

information. Phil reminded us that

THe the equipment in the light booths of

fellowship hall and the sanctuary
should only be used by those trained
to do so. Pushing the wrong buttons
at the wrong time can really goof
things up. Anyone wanting to learn
about pushing those light booth
buttons is welcome to become

g trained. New technicians are always

Alice’s House. Donated items for usg N€eded. The organ in the sanctuary
at these locations are being collectgd Was repaired.

in the Narthex.

Circle of Friends is not in sessiof
during the summer.
The Youth of the church arg
planning a work trip in August. They
will be traveling to Kouts, Indiana, or
August 11-13 to assist with projects
Pilgrims’ Rest. A car wash fun
raiser will be hosted by the youth

from 10:30 to 2:30.

Maxine Philips reported tha
CWEF will start the school year with

carry-in supper on Thursday, August

19. The dinner will begin at 6:08u
with a program in the sanctuary
7:00pm. The program is open to al
men and women of the church as wgl
as any community friendgsee article
on page 3)

Mickey Koehler told us about
Men's Retreat being planned o
September 17. Dr. Sam Boyle will b
the guest speaker.

Mary Frances Babcock gave u
good news regarding the work of th
Facilities Team. The renovation wor
on the bathrooms in the Sund
school hallway is complete with onl
some slight needs waiting to b
addressed—the provision of toil
paper and paper toweling. Mar

Wheele and Anne Egolf for thei

tasteful décor choices in this projec}.

The church parking lot will be
blocked from use on Thursda
August 12 so it can be sealed.

Phil Hahn stated that a ne
computer, file server, and printer we
installed in the church office. Thum
drives were purchased as well
serve as back-ups for churc

t policy from several years ago.

Old Business

There was a lengthy discussion
regarding criminal background
checks. Rev. Victoria investigated
the church needs and found that our
church already has a well-written
We
need to carefully follow the policy. It

t was decided that the Trustees will
. investigate further and come up with

a proposition in regards to what
checks need to be done by which
people and who will pay for these
background checks. In the mean
time, Cheryl Girman moved and Dave
Yeager seconded that the church opt
to pay for the one-time user’s fee for

|LexisNexis National Criminal File

PLUS, a web site that we will use to
run the checks. The motion was
voted on and approved.

New Business

An old-fashioned tent revival is
coming this falll Carol Horner has
offered to work with the Membership



& Evangelism Team to plan a on€g
day revival including messages fror
our own ministers as well as othe
community ministers, uplifting music
and community fellowship. This will
be held on the church grounds on
Saturday to be determined.

Mickey Koehler asked that he b

- (most of whom now live in this area)
n Once the kids were raised, she took
r job with a dry cleaner and became
well-appreciated expert in shirts.
Unfortunately, Sam and Fred ar
aboth currently disabled, but that
doesn't keep her from working at he
b favorite hobby: crochet. She als

D

notified of any revisions to deaco

and elder duties as he works with tHe shouldn’t keep her from church an

nominating committee—Joh

Springsteen, Dave and Diane Yeageér, God. When our own Max Keshavar
and Sue Harmon—to gather membeysmoved into an apartment next doo
willing to serve as deacons and eldefs.she welcomed him and he respond

John Springsteen made a motidn by inviting her to First Christian.

that the co-pastor salaries b

increased to attempt to re-establigh

them closer to the amounts they we

being paid before recessionary cuts

were made. Deb Armstrong requestg
that the motion be tabled until mor
information can be gathered regardin
the previous salary amounts, cu
made, and monies already restored.

A motion for adjournment was
resoundingly accepted.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Dolezal

(one time and one time only secretary)

Meet Our Newest
Members

Sandra Lee Zangarj who goes by

“Sam,” reaffiirmed her faith and
joined our
church 0]

Sunday, July %
(transferrin

from St. John’
Luthera

Church in
Pennsylvania)
Sam was bor
on May 5, 195
in eastern

:
D
recently decided being disabled
)
from rebuilding her relationship with
4
rv

When she came, Sam says, “Peof
were very friendly and | immediately
e felt I'd found a new home.”
' Sam and Fred live at 1209 Chicago
g Street, Apt. #4, Valpo (46383); theif

L phone number is (219) 299-0658.
g
S

Longtime attendeegatie & Jim
Cody, came forward on July 11 and
made their membership official!

They have been worshiping with u
for several years, and decided it wa

-~

D

time to make a formal commitment.
Jim and Katie are both lifelond
residents of Porter County. Jim wa
born at Collier's Landing, right by
Baum’s Bridge. He attended Hebro
High School and his parents wer
farmers in south Porter County.
Katie was born on a farm in Boon
Grove and attended Boone Groy
High School. They met at Christia

S

N
e

D

e

Pennsylvania, but moved here wit
her husband, Fred, about 10 years

when he was transferred. They spenptEndeavor was the church organizatign Tuesday of each month at 6:80.

eight years in Chesterton befor
switching to their present home i
Valparaiso.

For a large part of her adult life
Sam worked as a stay-at-home-mo
taking care of her seven childre

h Endeavor meetings at the Boone
oGrove Christian Church. Christia

for teens and young adults. Th
became friends and were married
Boone Grove in 1947. Katie wa
baptized at the age of 12 in Boo
Grove, and Jim was also baptiz
there at the age of 20.

aMica Factory in Valpo.
a became a mechanic for the Porter

Early in his life, Jim worked at the
Later, he

County Highway Department. He was
also a mechanic for Chester's and

Bethlehem Steel before retiring
several years ago. Katie worked for
Lowenstine’s in Valpo, making

custom draperies. She also worked at
J.C. Penney, and at an independent
drapery shop in Valpo.

They have one daughter, Lynn,
married to Michael Kinsey, and two

pdgrandchildren, Douglas and Karen.

Jim and Katie used to have dogs, but

lenow enjoy to the company of their

two cats, Lucky and Calli. Jim's
hobbies have always included
“tinkering” and fixing things. Katie

does sewing and needlework.

For years, Katie was in charge of
funeral dinners for the CWF at Boone
Grove Church. Later they attended
Town and Country Christian Church
in Crown Point. They have lived at
1176 S. Millpond Road in Heritage
Valley for seven years. They moved

s up from their farm in Boone Grove.

Their home phone is 462-5979.

Kneedle Knews

Head Knut, Sue Dolezal, delivered
28 adorable baby hats to St.
Anthony’s Hospital in Crown Point.
Many, many thanks to all you ladies
for your knitting and crocheting
efforts in this on-going project. Upon
delivery it was discovered that the
hats can now be created in ANY
COLOR, NOT JUST WHITE!
Imagine the possibilities, gals! Pink,
blue, green, yellow, baby variegated,
lilac, hot pink even. So spice up your
needle crafting time and start creating
in true technicolor. Don’t know how
to knit or crochet? Contact Sue to
arrange for some lessons and then
plan on coming to the monthly
Kneedle Knuts meetings the third



FCC Bookies

Our Bookies meet at the church o
the last Tuesday of each month
7:15PM. You are
invited to read that
month’s book and
join the discussion.
1.0n Tuesday,
July 27, Mary Lou
Carney will help the
group discuss Year off
Wonders by
Geraldine Brooks.

2. On August
31, Wil Haygood's
book, Sweet

Thunder will be up
for discussion.
3. On September
28 the Bookies will
be talk about
Bloodrootby Amy Greene.
Enjoy some good summer readin
and join us!

Join Our Work Trip
Four Days: August 11-14
Build Handicap Ramps &
Enhance Retreat Center

Ready to get your hands dirty fo
Christ? Work trip participants (youth
and adults) will meet at 10:00 at thg
church on Wednesday, August 11 ar
car-pool to Pilgrim's Rest Spiritual
Retreat Center (about 25 minutg
south of town). A few may have tg
leave, but most will sleep therd
overnight on Wednesday, Thursda
and Friday. During the day, we wil

building a picnic shelter, and
otherwise enhance the center.

Meals will be provided. At night
Al \we'll have time to play, worship, ang
eat. Bring sleeping bags (or reque
one of the six beds), toiletries, glove
work clothes, CLOSED TOE SHOES
and games (board or card games, cd
hole, etc.) Volleyball will be set up.

On Saturday, we will join the
Youth Encounter churches to buil
several handicap accessibility ramf
(and store others) in-and-aroun
Valparaiso. This ramp project is th
biggest task left from a recent city]
wide volunteer work day. We'll
finish that day with a brief closing
worship around 4:00. Sign-up in th
narthex if you are interested.

N

Summer Spiritual
Offerings at
Pilgrims’ Rest

Kathy has some great Augug
offerings at Pilgrims’ Rest!

August 7, Saturday 9 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Centering Prayemwith Rev.
George Cairns

August 10, Tuesday9:00-11:00 a.m.
& 1:00-3:00 p.m. Spiritual
Growth Groups

August 14, Saturday8:30-11:30 a.m.
Book Discussion of “Prayers To
Sophia,” by Joyce Rupp

Please call me ab08-0418if you
are interested in any of thessg
programs.

Kathy Light

J,

Outreach Needs:
r Hampers & Toiletries

Alice’s House a halfway house

t for women recovering from alcoho

idand drug addiction, is in need ¢
laundry hampers.

S donate a hamper can bring it to th
church, and the outreach team will g

¢ them to this worthy organization.

V, The Caring Place a shelter for
abused women, is in need of laund

Anyone who cah

st
5,

5t

f

e
Bt

y

demolish a dilapidated shed, finis

N soap, bleach, liquid hand soaj

shaving cream, pillows & cases, toilet
paper, and paper towels. Again, these
items can be brought to the church
and left in the box provided in the
narthex. Your generosity for either or
both of these organizations will be
greatly appreciated!

m

., Blood Drive

> A Great Success!
b Russ Shirley(pictured

below)was just one of
43 people who “gave
the gift of life” by
donating at our last blood drive.
Probably because of our sign,
location, and
facilities, the

number of
donors at
FCC has
continued to
rise so the
American

Red Cross

has sent us a

big thank you, raised our per-drive
minimum expectation (to 40), and
committed to bringing more beds and
helpers to cut down on wait time.
The next drive at our church will be
on Wednesday, Septembét. 8



We may want to find some time that we can go aamto the Porter
County Fair (especially if one of our members igimed in something that we can support).

! n
# $'BE& "(™)%( 10:30—2:30, in the church parking lot. Lunch po®d.

fad $+ We will meet at 10:00 at the church and car-pod?itgrim’s Rest on Wednesday. Bring
sleeping bags, toiletries, gloves, work clothespemto play in the evening (board or card games, co
hole, etc.) and CLOSED TOE SHOES!! We'll sleeerthovernight on Wed., Thurs., and Fri. During
the day, we will tear down one building, constraiebther, and do some painting. On Saturday, we wil
join the Youth Encounter churches to build sevhealdicap accessibility ramps (and store others).

-&)" )"
/ % O Meet at 5:00 to drive to Central Christian in Miwiile for dinner and worship.
), 1
** 2 1 $+ - Attend Family Camp at Barbee or find some other wagpend the
weekend with your families.
"( + ), M "B We will have a carry-in picnic at the Springsteetos’

welcome new members and kick-off the school year.

4 ) 55 6)
The YAT (youth and adults who help plan) will me¢6:00 PM on Friday, July 30.

)$7 6 58 9 6 58 9 #
Put the dates on your calendar now for this evenearby Camp Lawrence.

Jeremiah gets an early
start on Pilgrims rest
< youth project.

'\T/'

Youth
help with
VBS



Old Friends,

New Addresses

Javier Arreola Gonzalez
Calle de las Flores # 945
Col. Jardin
Ramos Arizpe
Coahuila, Mexico 25900

Dustin Price
Dustin can be reached through AIM,
but you have to join (it's free). Go to:
http://products.aim.com/?
ncid=aiminvite
His username is jeepfreql18

Leeann St. John

2721 East Glenoaks

Glendale, CA 91206
(818) 242-7140

Ministerial Musings

I’'m not so old that I can’t remem-
ber 4" grade and standing on the
playground as teams were picked.
Who would we make captains? Duh,
the two best players. | wanted to be
one of them.

| was not.

Who was picked first and second?
Again: duh, the next best players.
Again — | wanted to be one of them.

Again, | was not.

...Ah, but upon whom would the
captains bestow their third choices?
This is where things got interesting
because sometimes was third! It
was galling not to be second, but
wonderful not to be fourth or fifth.
And | don'’t think | ever suffered the
ignominy of being dead last.

I’'m pretty sure it never would have
occurred to me to be anything but

Check Out Our
New Bathrooms

Leaky toilets and ugly walls in the
education wing bathrooms have been
beautifully replaced thanks to our
Memorial Fund and some hard work
by Mary Frances, the Property Team
Anne Egolf, and Barb Wheele. The
facilities are now open for business so
check them out!

tuous of the dead last guys (or, for
that matter, of any of the guys picked
lower than me). It was a pecking
order, small and petty as it was.
Being third conferred status — not as
"much as being captain, first, or
second, but | took what | could get.
As Henry Kissinger once said, “The
politics were so vicious because the
stakes were so small.”
| wonder if we grow out of that: if

we ever stop yearning to take the

2010 Directories Wil
Be Printed Soon

We will start to print new church €Ver stop looking down on those who
directories in about a week. (Theyl &rén’t quite as talented, well-off,
be ready in August.) That means this SMart, organized, neat, good looking,
is the LAST CHANCE TO CON- healthy or whatever as we are?

TACT US WITH ADDRESS If not, then sometimes we mistake
CHANGES! a precious gem for a piece of junk

jealous of the top guys, and contemp-

place of those who are above us; if we

glass; we overlook a diamond in the
rough. Remember how everyone was
stunned when ugly duckling Susan
Boyle almost won “Britain's Got Tal-
ent”? And | know there were inves-
tors in 1975 who took one look at Bill
Gates and said, “No way.”

For that matter, I'm writing this in
a church named for a guy born in a
cow stall to parents who were practi-
cally slaves of the Roman Empire.

First Corinthians 1:27-29 says,
“God chose the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise; God chose
the weak things of the world to shame
the strong. God chose the lowly
things of this world and the despised
things—and the things that are not—
to nullify the things that are, so that
no one may boast before him.”

Maybe sometimes our standards
are wrong and our pity is misplaced.

On the other hand, sometimes what
looks like junk glass reallys junk
glass. But that's when Matthew 25
hits me over the head. It's where
Jesus says, “What you've done for the
least of these you’ve done for me”.

Maybe God not only sees hidden
potential in some things | call junk;
maybe God simply refuses to see junk
(at least when it comes to people)!

“‘Dave,” God says, “love him
because | love him. Treat her with
dignity because she is my precious
child. Cherish them all, because there
is not a one of them for whom my son
did not die.

“...0h, and Dave: that even in-
cludes you.”

Dave

In essentials, unity;
In non-essentials, liberty;
In all things, charity



