
 

 

Foods Resource Bank/ 
Week of Compassion 
Emphasis this Sunday 

 

Sunday, January 22, will 
be a special day 
to emphasize 
FCC missions. 
The guest 
preacher at 
both 8:30 and 
10:00 AM worship will be Brandon 
Gilvin, Associate Director of Week of 
Compassion (which oversees our 
denomination’s wider mission giving 
and is something we support all year, 
not just the week it’s emphasized).  

To go along with where are in The 
Story, Brandon will focus on the 
prophet Jeremiah using Lamentations 
3:21-26 (which most scholars believe 
was written by Jeremiah or his 
delegate). You are invited to read and 
ponder this text in advance.   

Between the two worship services, 
adults are invited to an education 
offering in fellowship hall over coffee 
and donuts.  From 9:15 to 9:45 we will 
consider what our dollars can do 
through the Week of Compassion.  

(Rev. Victoria’s adult 
class will meet with 
this group.)   
     At the 2nd worship 
service, another guest 
will join us. Marv 
Baldwin, President of 
Foods Resource Bank, 

will give a children’s message on this 
exciting mission. We look forward to 
welcoming these two modern-day 
missionaries!   ��

Congregational 
Meeting: February 5th 

With the blessing of FCC’s 
Council, President John Springsteen 
has called a congregational meeting 
immediately after the second service 
on Sunday, February 5th, to vote on the 
possibility of purchasing the property 
at 1602 Truman Avenue (the northeast 
corner of our present campus). An 
inspection of the house and land will 
be made prior to — and results given 
at — the meeting.  The current price is 
down to $112,000.  

The Council is enthusiastic about 
buying the property, but there is less 
consensus on how to use it. One 
possibility is to turn the house on it 
into a homeless woman’s day shelter.   

Concerning this, questions include: 
are there zoning issues? Are our 
neighbors okay with the idea?  Is the 
structure sound? What liabilities would 
we incur? Are the other churches and 
organizations involved with the Open 
Arms Homeless Women Project okay 
with the idea?  (Those who have been 
to Open Arms meetings say the group 
IS enthusiastic, but wants to wait until 
Easter before making a major financial 
commitment to help rehab the building 
or fund ongoing expenses.) Note, 
however:  the only thing up for a vote 
February 5th will be whether to buy the 
property and “square off” our campus.   
And, of course, the only real question 
is: what is God’s will? 

Please give 
the issue your 
prayerful consid-
eration.             

                  ��

Blood Drive, 1/25 
       Wednesday, January 
25th,  from 2-7:00 PM, we 
will again host a Red 

Cross blood drive. You can call (800) 

733-2767 to make an appointment, but 
walk-ins are also welcome. ��

 
Scout Sunday 

On Sunday, February 5th, we’ll take 
a break from The Story for our annual 
Scout Sunday.  Over the last 12 years, 
we have considered the 12 points of 
the Scout Law.  This year, we turn to 
the Scout Oath: “On my honor, I will 
do my best  to do my duty to God and 
my country…; to help other people...; 
and to keep myself physically strong, 
mentally awake and morally straight.”   

In reverse order, that means Scouts 
recognize a duty to self, to other 
people, and — most important — to 
God and country.  On Scout Sunday, 
we’ll look at the many ways the Scout 
understanding of duty intersects with 
our call as Christians.                         �  

 
Ash Wednesday 

February 22  
Begin the journey of Lent on 

Wednesday, February 22nd, by joining 
our elders for a carry-in meal at 6:15, 
followed by a simple service at 7:00 
PM.  The evening will include nailing 
our sins to the cross and having our 
foreheads marked with the ashes of the 
palm branches from last year’s Palm 
Sunday (a symbol of mourning over 
how praise can too easily be empty). �  
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Upcoming Servers 
 

January 22, 2011  
 Greeters: Beth Ingram & Sally Oestreich 
 Acolyte: Clayton Roberts 
 Deacon Team: “O” 
 Scripture Readers: Murray Family 
 Sound Technician: E: Harry Horner; L: Dale Price 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
Children’s Sermon: Marv Baldwin 
 Children’s C. Ed.: Chrissy Clark & Danielle Gingrich 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Denise & Mike Murray 
 Breakfast Hostess: Cheryl Girman 
 Elders: Sandi Howard & Fred Armstrong 
 

January 29, 2012  
 Greeters: Barb & Lonnie Benham 
 Acolytes: Lucas Pysh 
 Deacon Team: “D” 
 Scripture Readers: Carole Horner & Stephen Howell 
 Sound Technician: E: Mary Yelton; L: Chrissy Clark 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
Children’s Sermon: FCC Youth 
 Children’s C. Ed.: Chrissy Clark & Danielle Gingrich 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Diane & Dale Price 
 Breakfast Hosts: Sheri & Dave Gow 
 Elders: Brian Harmon & Bill Cantrell 
 

February 5, 2012 - Scout Sunday 
 Greeters: Scouts 
 Acolytes: Scouts 
 Deacon Team: “G” 
 Scripture Readers: Scouts 
 Sound Technician: E: Joe Ubben; L: Andy Roberts 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
Children’s Sermon: Scouts 
 Children’s C. Ed.: Terry Pickering & Sharon Wiegand 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Sharon Crowder & Sam Armstrong 
 Breakfast Hostess: Karen Kovalow-St. John 
 Elders: Fred Armstrong & Mickey Koehler 
 

February 12, 2012 
 Greeters: Lori & Ken Timm 
 Acolytes: Amara Wiegand 
 Deacon Team: “O” 
 Scripture Readers: tba 
 Sound Technician: E: Deb A.; L: John Springsteen 
 Nursery Attendant: Jennifer Lee  
Children’s Sermon: Beth Ingram 
 Children’s C. Ed.: Terry Pickering & Sharon Wiegand 
 Early Ser. Deacons: Anne Gott & Jane Elder 
 Breakfast Host: Mickey Koehler 
 Elders: Cheryl Girman & Fred Armstrong 

February Communion Prep 
  Kathy Light 

 
Attendance 

 12/24/11: 178 at 7:00 p.m.; 92 at 11:00 p.m. 
  12/25/11: 105 at 10:00 a.m. 
  1/01/12: 115 at 10:00 a.m. 
 1/08/12: 25 at 8:30 a.m.; 154 at 10 a.m.; CE:  62 
 1/15/12: 32 at 8:30 a.m.; 142 at 10 a.m.; CE:  44 

 
In the Hospital 

12/25/11: Elmer Ahlberg, Porter Hospital 
 Virginia Shobe, Whispering Pines Rehab 
  1/01/12: Virginia Shobe, Whispering Pines Rehab 
 Elmer Ahlberg, Whispering Pines Rehab   
  1/08/12: Virginia Shobe, Whispering Pines Rehab  
                    Elmer Ahlberg, Whispering Pines Rehab 
  1/15/12: Virginia Shobe, Whispering Pines Rehab 
                    Elmer Ahlberg, Whispering Pines Rehab  

 
Prayer Concerns 

Members of our extended church family dealing 
with illness, recovery, or other prayer-worthy issues:  

  

Elmer Ahlberg, Jeanne Kubiak, Lois Polite, 
Mary Ann Massom, Joan Redelman,  

Virginia Shobe, Vivian Gorman,  
Shelly Jackson (Kae & Bob Howell’s daughter), 

 Cory Hayes & Devin Oestreich 
(Sal Oestreich’s grandsons),  

Sam Davis (Diane & Dale Prices’ brother-in-law),  

Jane Woodall (Diane Price’s sister), 
Delores Pasco (Diane Price’s mom)  

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN’S STAFF  
Boss: God Ministers:  All Our Members 

Co-Pastor & Youth Director:  Dave Kovalow-St. John 
Co-Pastor:  Victoria Ubben Council VP:    Bill Cantrell 
Music Minister: Phil Hahn Treasurer:  Carole Horner 
Council Pres: John Springsteen Secretary:  Mary Yelton 
Spiritual Care: Kathy Light Clerk:  Mary Frances Babcock 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  
Early Worship:  8:30 a.m.     Second Service: 10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education:  9:00 a.m.  
Children’s Worship/Education: 10:15 a.m. 

Continental Breakfast:  9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 PUBLICATION, FAX, E-MAIL, WEB ����
 The Bell Tower is published monthly; Rev. Dave & Rev. Victoria, 

editors; Mary Lou Young, secretary.    Fax: (219) 531-1480    
E-mail: sec@fccvalpo.org   Web site: fccvalpo.org 
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Thanks! 

Dear Church Family: 
I would like to express gratitude to 

my church family for the on going 
prayers, love, and support, during this 
difficult time for me. 

Mary Ann Massom 
��� � � �� �

������������������������������������� �� �
��� �

Dear Church Family: 
Thank you so much for all the 

care, concern, and prayers for my son 
Billy, and grandsons Cory & Devin. 
Billy was released (finally) the week 
before Christmas, although he will 
have some discomfort in his chest for 
a period of time. Now, if he can only 
find a job.  He would have returned to 
his previous employer, but alas, that 
company has since folded.  

Cory and Devin are learning to 
deal with their handicaps and are 
determined to beat it. They both feel 
some sensations in their legs and 
abdomen. They can definitely still 
use your prayers as they have a long 
and challenging period ahead. 

Thanks again and know that I 
appreciate all of you.  

God Bless,  
Sally Oestreich 

��� �

������������������������������������� �� �
��� �

Dear First Christian Church: 
Many thanks for all the nice coats 

you gave the residents at Spring 
Valley and Housing Opportunities. 
We so appreciate your generosity to 
help the “least of these.” 

With Gratitude, 
Kathleen 

(Opportunity Enterprises) 
��� �

������������������������������������� �� �
��� �

Dear First Christian: 
The Indiana-Ohio Region of the 

American Red Cross thanks you for 
sponsoring a blood drive last 
November 30.  Donating saves lives, 
and your church’s drive yielded 42 
productive units. 

Your support of the American Red 
Cross is greatly appreciated! 
             Sharyn Whitman 
      (Chief Executive Officer, Indiana-Ohio  
             Region American Red Cross)           
��� �

������������������������������������ ��� �

Greetings From Michigan! 
I know it has been a long time 

since you’ve heard from me, but I 
just wanted to wish you all a merry 
Christmas and express how much you 
all mean to me.  If you don’t already 
know, I’m at Western Michigan Teen 
Challenge (440 Pontaluna Road, 
Muskegon, MI 49444).  It has been 
the greatest experience of my life. 

Through my family and friends, I 
made it up here to put my life back on 
track. After so many years thinking 
that I could fool everyone by going to 
church, or hiding my addictions, or 
making excuses to justify them, I’ve 
finally realized the only solution to 
my problem was to trust Jesus to lead 
me through! 

All of you are in my thoughts and 
prayers daily.  Because of my studies, 
I am reminded of all the Bible 
studies, Godspell songs, and sermons 
I have heard over the years.  And now 
it all makes complete sense.  It’s all 
coming together and it’s AWESOME!  

I’m singing on a travelling rally 
team, so if you want to hear more, go 
to WMTC.com and book a Sunday 
rally service. 

Thank you so much for including 
me in everything.  I will be back, 
better than ever!  God bless you all!  

Your Brother In Christ, 
Tom Schroeder 

��� �

������������������������������������� �� �
��� �

To My FCC Carolers: 
It was a joy to have you sing 

carols for me, and the goodie bag was 
great! 

Thank You So Much! 
Maxine Gruel 

��� �

������������������������������������� �� �
��� �� �� �

Dear Church Family: 
Thank for the delightful Christmas 

bonus you gave each of us!  We are 
mightily blessed to have the love and 
support of our church family! 

Yours in Christ,  
Dave, Victoria, Kathy,  

         Phil & Mary Lou            �
��� �

������������������������������������� �� �
 

Church Family, 
I thought my house being robbed 

was the worst thing that had ever 
happened, but I don’t even think 
about it any more.  All of you at First 
Christian helped to make my 
Christmas one of the best!  I want to 
give a special thanks to the people 
who anonymously gave my mom and 
me money. That meant so much to 
us!  I also want to give a special 
thanks to Rev. Victoria: she spent her 
time visiting my grandmother and 
she’s done a lot for us.  It makes me 
feel just so good to know my church 
family will always be there. 

Love, Amara Wiegand 
 

P.S. I love you guys! 
�

Food Pantry 
During December 197 families 

were served (527 people). We 
distributed 102 Christmas baskets and 
turkeys provided by the Valpo FOP. 

Donations of food, money and 
other items were down this holiday 
season - a time when we usually get 
enough to see us through to 
summer.  This year - right now - 
except for green beans and corn, we 
need everything! The money 
situation is pretty good due to a very 
large memorial donation, but with 
purchases running at about $3,000 a 
month, that will be worked down 
quickly. Various organizations 
frequently have food drives through 
the winter and our congregations are 
great about keeping up support, but 
the shelves are empty as we write. 

In February we will offer bean 
soup kits. Other than Great Northerns 
we can use all kinds of dried beans 
for the kits.  Corn muffin mix also 
makes a nice addition to this 
project.  We will offer ham hocks for 
flavoring, so money donations would 
be used for that and onions. 

Bottom line: basic items are 
definitely needed!  Money to purchase 
fresh items, basics and “extras” will 
also be GREATLY appreciated.  

Nan Steeves, Anne Egolf,  
& Sharon Crowder 

  Christian Food Pantry Co-directors     �  
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CWF News 
T h e  C h r i s t i a n  W o m e n ’ s 

Fellowship will begin their 2012-year 
on Saturday, February 18, 10:00 - 
11:30 AM . with brunch; a program 
about “Friends”; and brief, informal 
worship. Guild Circle will be 
hostesses. All women are invited to 
the general meeting. We hope this 
change will make it possible for  
women who work outside the home 
to join us for fellowship. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring a friend.  The 
CWF Executive Board will meet at 
9:00 AM .  If there are any questions, 
please call me at 462-8524. 

Maxine Philips 
                   (CWF President)  �  

 
Men’s Ministries  

The next Tuesday Night Men’s 
Dinner will be at 6:30 PM, February 
6th. Our Men’s Bible Study meets 
Tuesdays at 12:45 in the Emmaus 
Room for sack lunches &  a discussion 
of that week’s chapter of The Story.   

The Region invites us to “X-treme 
Faith; Bold Action: A Gathering of 
Disciples Men, 2012” next summer, 
July 13-15 at Bethany College in 
West Virginia.  For information go 
to: www.gathering2012.org.            �  

 
Quilt for 175 th 

Church Anniversary 
 A quilt is being planned for First 

Christian’s 175th anniversary.  Names 
will be embroidered much like the  
1933 Benham Class quilt in the 
library or the 150th

 anniversary quilt in 
fellowship hall. The new quilt’s 
theme is “A Brick Wall,” and 
individual bricks will contain a name 
(or names).  To be included, write/
print your name(s) on a 2”x 4” piece 
of paper, which will be provided 
either this coming Sunday or the 
following in the narthex.  Ilene Chelf 
will embroider your signature to a 
fabric brick. A $1 freewill donation 
will help cover the cost of this newest 
piece of FCC history.   �  

FCC’s Trip To 
Frankenmuth Festival  
    Carol Short has planned a fun trip 
to Frankenmuth, MI, June 8-10. We 
will have a grand time traveling to 
“Little Bavaria” (aka: Frankenmuth)! 
Only 15 more participants are needed 
to reserve a Coach Bus rather than 
use separate cars.   

This annual Bavarian Festival has 
German food, dancing, and “Oom-pa-
pa” bands. Our group will board the 
Bavarian Belle Riverboat for a short 
river cruise, enjoy a city tour, do 
some wine tasting, take in the Festival 
Parade, and shop for “holiday-
decorations-and-gifts” at Bronner’s 
year-round Christmas Store! 

If you want to come but haven’t 
yet signed up and made a deposit, 
time is running out! Flyers with details 
are in the narthex. Contact Carol 
Short at jcshort@frontier.com or call 
her at 465-2061 for extra info or to let 
her know you’re interested. Ask a 
family member or friend to join you 
and help bring our total to 25!  The 
deadline for making a $100 deposit 
and reserving a spot is March 1st. ��

 
Homeless Women 
Friday nights between now and 

April, our church is hosting homeless 
women as part of the Open Arms 
Emergency Women’s Shelter. We 
join six other Valparaiso churches 
who are also providing shelter and 
meals one night per week.  At this 
time our biggest need is volunteers in 
the following areas: 

�  Provide a meal between 6-7:00 
p.m. for guests and volunteers. 

�  6:00-10:00 p.m. be on hand to 
welcome and check-in guests. 

�  10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. be watchful 
security for guests as they sleep. 

�  2:00-7:00 a.m. provide watchful 
security for guests and serve breakfast. 

�  Provide breakfast 

�  Make calls to remind volunteers. 
Training will be provided for those 

interested in volunteering. IS GOD 
CALLING YOU TO HELP? 
              Kathy Light  �  

Scouting News 
Congratulations Sam Armstrong! 

Sam received his Boy Scout Eagle 
award in March of 2011.  Since then 
he earned the Bronze, Gold & Silver 
Palm. In 2011, he received his second 
Bronze Palm, In March 2012 he will 
receive his second Gold Palm. Each 
Palm required Sam to earn another 
five merit badges — BUT above all 
he had to remained extremely active 
in all scout activities, which he did. 
This is quite an accomplishment and 
one very few scouts manage. ONCE 
AGAIN: quite an honor for this 
exceptional young man! 

Bill Eckert 
        (Scout Master for Troop #7)         �  

 
Council Highlights 

The January 15th council 
workshop began when 
Kathy Light lit a “Christ 
Candle” as a visible 

reminder of our Lord’s presence.  
She asked that the God of Creation, 
Power, Love, and Wisdom would 
help us remember:  “This is Your 
church, Lord, not ours.” She also 
lifted up several scriptures to remind 
us of what we are about, scriptures 
that could be valuable just in case any 
of us ever—in the coming year—ask, 
“Why am I on this council?!?”   

For starters, it’s good to recall 
Matthew 18:20.  Jesus said, “Where 
two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there with them.”  Jesus did 
NOT say, “Where two or three are 
gathered…, form a committee.”  
Committees are a tool, but the GOAL 
is a Christ-centered community. 

Kathy quoted Joshua 24:14, 
“Choose this day whom you will 
serve.”  It’s not just a thought for the 
day of our baptism, but for every day.   

Kathy also quoted Mae Jemison, 
our first African-American female 
astronaut: “Never limit yourself 
because of others’ limited 
imagination.  And never limit others 
because of your own limited 
imagination.”  It’s good to cherish 
God-given dreams and visions even if 
they first came through someone else.  
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To avoid being too theoretical, 
Kathy also offered extremely 
concrete suggestions from various 
people for our deacons, elders, and 
trustees.  For instance…: 

Deacons might want to hang back 
when the service begins to help late-
comers find seats, get a bulletin, etc.  
When passing out pew books (or 
“friendship folders”), they should 
start at the front and walk back so 
people see them coming and aren’t 
startled (as they might be if a deacon 
came from behind). When extinguish-
ing candles at the end of a service and 
lighting the carried wick, they should 
walk out in front of the elders and 
ministers symbolizing the light of 
Christ leading us into the world.  And 
after the service, deacons might pick 
up bulletins, clean up, and otherwise 
show respect for the sanctuary. 

It’s been suggested that elders be 
consistent about addressing God, not 
the congregation, when leading us 
into the Lord’s Prayer.  Trustees were 
reminded that it’s a priority to get a 
proper audit done. And all council 
members were entreated to serve on 
at least one servant group. 

The point of such suggestions – in 
addition to whatever intrinsic merit 
they have – is that real leaders listen 
on issues big or small.  We may not 
always follow a suggestion, but part 
of our call is to listen and take those 
we serve seriously. 

When Kathy was done (and we all 
finished eating), the group split up 
into individual meetings with servant 
groups.  As people left they were 
anointed (a cross was drawn on their 
hands with oil) and a minister said, 
“May God bless you with a servant’s 
hands and a servant’s heart.”  

After we returned from the 
separate gatherings, President John 
Springsteen called the first council 
meeting of 2012 to order. He piggy-
backed on Kathy’s comments about 
“service & love,” and on The Story’s 
emphasis on an “upper story” and a 
“lower story.”  In the lower story, 
John said, meetings sometimes seem 
boring or useless.  But if we cultivate 
a prayerful attitude, we’ll see that we 
are participating in the upper story: 

doing God’s will, bringing glory to 
God’s name, and serving our 
congregation & community. High-
lights of business conducted include: 

�� Treasurer Deb Armstrong said 
we are pretty much breaking even.  
Carole Horner added that it was nice 
that we always had money in 2011 to 
pay our bills and we never had to 
“beg for extra.”  Statements for 2011 
will be sent out by the end of January.     

�� Carole Horner suggested that 
whenever someone uses the church 
credit card, they sign it out and write 
down what it was used for. (A sheet 
for that purpose is with the card.) 

�� The trustees are going to 
arrange for an audit.  

�� Membership plans for potluck 
dinners on the third Wednesday of 
each school-year month (though 
February’s will be on the 22nd).   

�� June 22-24 will be a celebration 
of First Christian’s 175th birthday.   

�� The next Men’s Great Banquet 
at Camp Lawrence will be April 26-
29; the Women’s will be May 4-6.  
There will be a small gathering for 
Banquet alumni and interested others 
at 1st Presbyterian Church in Crown 
Point on January 28 (see Mickey 
Koehler if you’re interested). 

�� Saturday May 5th will probably 
be a work day at Camp Barbee. 

�� The Membership Team hopes 
to revive “Dinners of Eight.” 

�� One Evangelism idea being 
considered is to set up a debate 
between a Christian and an Atheist. 

�� Outreach will meet on the first 
Sunday of even-numbered months 
(i.e., February, April, June, and 
August) at 9:00 AM. They want to 
restart the God Squad, and to support 
regular ministries such as Relay for 
Life, the CROP walk, etc. 

�� Chrissy Clark and Jennifer 
Bailey will head up VBS.  The 
education team is also going to work 
on what to do when “The Story” is 
finished, and what to do during the 
summer.  They hope to find out what 
people think of the present Sunday 
morning schedule and explore new 
types and times for education.   

�� The elders gave their blessing 
to Sandy Howard and Mary Yelton to 

form a servant group for visitation.  
They will be looking for people who 
feel a call to this type of ministry.  

�� The facilities team has got the 
dish washer ready to go; people will 
need to be trained in how to use it.   

�� The women’s shelter we host 
on Friday nights is very appreciated 
by those using it. Sandy Howard 
encouraged people to continue to 
volunteer for this ministry. Usually 
we have four women (though we’ve 
had as many as six).  

�� The “Open Arms” group that is 
in charge of the homeless shelter 
throughout the week includes 19 
churches who, together, are making 
the thing work week after week.  

�� Ten people have signed up for 
the Frankenmuth trip, June 8-10, but 
Carole Short needs 25 participants to 
make it a coach trip (in a bus, not 
private cars).    

�� The trustees have looked into 
1602 Truman Ave. (on the northeast 
corner of our property) and given the 
owners $1500 earnest money.  The 
current price is down to $112,000.  
The Council would like to call a 
congregational meeting for February 
5th to vote on the possibility of 
purchasing the property. An 
inspection of the house will be made 
and results given at that meeting. 
President Springsteen will give a 
verbal  notice  of  this  meeting  during  

(continued on page 6) 
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worship on January 22nd; Tom Wheele 
will do the same on January 29th.   

�� The Outreach Team reported 
Pete Steeves has volunteered to lead a 
team in rehabbing the house IF we 
decide, once it’s bought, to use it for a 
women’s shelter during the day.  

�� The Council is enthusiastic 
about buying the property, but there is 
somewhat less enthusiasm about 
using the house as a woman’s shelter 
during the day.  Among the questions: 
are there zoning issues that would 
prevent us from using it as a homeless 
shelter?  Are our neighbors okay with 
the idea?  Are the other churches 
involved with the Open Arms 
Homeless Women Project on board 
with the idea?  (Actually, those who 
have been to Open Arms meetings say 
that group IS enthusiastic, but want to 
wait until Easter before making a 
major financial commitment to help.)   

�� Relay for Life Kick Off is at TJ 
Middle School on February 2nd at 
6:30 PM.  Our own Jackie Baird will 
again be the co-chair.  The Relay 
itself will be Friday night, May 18th to 
Saturday morning the 19th at T.J. 

�� Our next council meeting will 
be at 11:15 AM, Sunday, February 12. 

�� Rev. Dave closed with this 
prayer: “Lord, thank you for the 
blessing and challenge of being a 
church family.”                                                                                           ��

 
Our Newest Members 

Greg & Jan Whiteside, and their 
granddaughter, Victoria Detraz (DAY
-truh), joined on Sunday, January 1st.  

Born in Gary, Indiana (August 11, 
1949), Greg has been a Christian all 
his life; he was raised as a Catholic, 
but is very comfortable with us.  After 
high school he took a job in a grocery 
store.  He has also worked at the mill 
as a member of the operator’s union, 
he once built homes as a subcontract-
tor for Tim Saylor Construction, and 
currently he is a truck driver for 
Aldi’s (though he still enjoys 
construction and takes on remodeling 
or building projects when he can).  

Jan was born on September 26, 
1946 and raised here in Valparaiso.  

She was once a 
waitress, and also 
spent some years 
working for State 
Farm Insurance.  
However, in 1989 
she took a made-in-
Japan  v i tamin 
supplement that was 
contaminated.  It 
disabled her and she 
hasn’t been able to work since.  Jan 
always thanks God for Dr. Trow-
bridge, the physician who saved her 
life:  most of the other medical people 
she saw back then seemed sure she 
wouldn’t live longer than six months! 

Greg and Jan met on the dance 
floor in 1981.  Actually, he spent two 
years asking her to dance, and she 
always said no.  Her previous 
experience with an abusive alcoholic 
had made her shy about new 
relationships.   But Greg’s persistence 
wore her down and she was delighted 
to discover he was the exact opposite 
of her ex.  They married on February 
14 (Valentine’s Day) in 1984.  Jan’s 
motto since then has been: “Thank 
you God, for now I see that thorns 
have roses” (from Alanon’s One Day 
at a Time devotion book).   

Jan came into the marriage with 
two sons, and Greg had one from his 
own previous marriage.  Sadly, one of 
Jan’s sons, David, died in a plane 
crash when he was just 15.  And in 
1999, Greg’s son passed away in a 
motorcycle accident.  Happily, Jeffrey 
(Jan’s second son) is glorious healthy 
and recently took a job with a sign 
company here in Valpo.  He and his 
wife, Nicole, have a daughter, 
Victoria  who was born in Russia on 
April13, 2005 and adopted by Greg & 
Janis when she was a year old.   

Speaking of Victoria, she attends 
Morgan Township Elementary.  She’s 
a good student and excels at most 
subjects, including spelling.  She also 
loves to hunt with her father and 
grandfather (deer and pheasant); and 
ride her bike with her grandfather.  
Victoria will take our pastor’s class in 
the spring to learn more about the 
congregational family she has joined. 

Greg & Jan were members of 

V a l p a - r a i s o 
Nazarene, but didn’t 
feel at home with 
the theological and 
liturgical direction 
our friends there are 
t a k i n g .  W h i l e 
driving to that 
church, they got a 
kick out of the 
sayings on our sign 

and decided to check us out.   When 
they did, they found they loved our 
church family.  Greg adds that he 
especially values Rev. Dave’s 
sermons, and both say: “Our Spirits 
are being filled here.”  Jan hopes to 
work with the women’s shelter, and 
both Greg and Jan look forward to 
participating where and how they can. 

Greg & Jan live at 1005 Elmhurst, 
Valparaiso 46385; their phone is 
(219) 548-2081.  Victoria lives at 75 
South 400 East, Valparaiso 46383, 
her number is (219) 465-5966.                 ��

 
Nutty Kindness  

“Random Acts of Kindness Week” 
is February 13-19.  What could be a 
better 'random act' than giving away a 
delicious bag of chocolate covered 
pecans? There’s no wrapping needed, 
the cost is only $7.50, bags can be 
easily picked up at church during the 
week or on Sunday (from Sharon 
Crowder), and there’s every chance 
your act will be mightily appreciated! 
But why wait for a specific week? 
Show kindness anytime (to others 
AND yourself)! ��

�
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������ ��� ��� ������� ������������ ������������ ������������ ������ �������� ������ � 
�!"������ ������ � 
�!"������ ������ � 
�!"������ ������ � 
�!"� Wear (or bring) comfortable clothes to church.  We’ll go to 

lunch immediately after the second service and explain the rest of the plan.  We’ll be done around 4:30. 
�#�#�#�#� ��� �$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"�   Meet at FCC at 5:00; we’ll share worship & dinner at Central Christian in Merrillville.  
����

'"(�����'"(�����'"(�����'"(����� ����
))) )� ��� �*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� ����)�*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� ����)�*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� ����)�*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� ����)� ����������������������� We’ll meet together — place TBA — for lunch and study.  (The 

change in time is to avoid conflict with Super Bowl plans.) 
������ ��� ��� �"�-�!"�.�$/"!%��"�-�!"�.�$/"!%��"�-�!"�.�$/"!%��"�-�!"�.�$/"!%� We may be cleaning up the proposed Women’s Shelter, but the final project is TBA 
�0�0�0�0� ��������1�����2������1�����2������1�����2������1�����2� See below. 
�3�3�3�3� ��� �$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"�   Meet at FCC at 5:00; we’ll share worship/dinner at Primera Iglesia Christian in Hobart.  
����
����

4��!&4��!&4��!&4��!& ����
��� �� ��� �*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� )����*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� )����*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� )����*%� ������� �$�+� '$$�,� )���� ���0����0����0����0���� High School folk meet at the home of Chris & Kathy Light 

(2307 Worthington Drive); Middle Schoolers head to the home of Randy & Kelli Ellis (1105 Kentucky); We’ll play 
a bit, but mostly we’ll eat “spiritual food” (i.e., Bible study dealing with The Story) and “food food” (i.e. dinner). 

��������� ��� 5��"64$-�"��� &%�5��"64$-�"��� &%�5��"64$-�"��� &%�5��"64$-�"��� &%� 5:00 to 7:00 We’ll have dinner, watch “Soul Surfer” and play games. 
�7��7��7��7�� ��� �������)�������)�������)�������)� ���0����0����0����0���� Meet at church; plan our contribution to next Youth Encounter & go over parts of The Story. 
�)�)�) �)� ��� �$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"��$�%&�
�!$��%"�   Meet at FCC at 5:00; we’ll share worship/dinner at Iglesia Del Pueblo in Hammond.  
����

'"(�������1�����2'"(�������1�����2'"(�������1�����2'"(�������1�����2 ����
We leave Friday, February 17, ski for two days, and return Monday, February 20 (President’s weekend). 
Travel and lodging will be provided.  You’ll need money for skiing and everyone will help with food.  

 
����

�$�%&���������4������$�����$�%&���������4������$�����$�%&���������4������$�����$�%&���������4������$���� ����
At the end of our congregational emphasis on The Story (May 6), youth will lead a recap of highlights  
from the 31 Sundays FCC devoted to this endeavor on either May 13th (Mother’s Day) or Mary 20th.  

 

�"8%��$�%&���-�*$����"���9���:�4""%�� �"8%��$�%&���-�*$����"���9���:�4""%�� �"8%��$�%&���-�*$����"���9���:�4""%�� �"8%��$�%&���-�*$����"���9���:�4""%�� ����
The YAT (youth & adults who help plan) meet on Friday, February 25 at 5:00. 

                                                Everyone is welcome to come and help us polish the above plans.  ��
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FCC Ski Outing 
February 17-20 

   There is a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex for 

those who would like to 
join our youth in a ski trip 

over Presidents’ Weekend.  
We will leave on Friday, 

February 17, ski for two days, 
and return Monday, February 20.  
Travel (about eight hours) and 
lodging (in a beautiful bring-your-
own-sleeping-bag cabin) will be 
provided. You’ll need money for 
skiing (cross-country is cheaper than 
downhill, but both are possible).  
Everyone will help with food.                           �  

 
Ministerial Musings 
A certain woman (in — I want to 

stress this — a congregation OTHER 
than ours) regularly met the preacher 
at the door after worship and said, 
“You really told ‘em today, Preacher!  
I hope those hypocrites were 
listening!” Never once did she 

acknowledge that the sermon might 
have had anything to do with her. 

One particularly snowy Sunday, 
the preacher arrived at church to find 
only one person in the congregation:   
the woman.  He went ahead with the 
service, but improvised a sermon 
aimed directly at her.  He started with 
Luke 6:37, “Do not judge, and you 
will not be judged. Do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned.  
Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”   

Next, he hit her over the head with 
Matthew 7:3-5, “Why do you look at 
the speck of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the plank 
in your own? How can you say, ‘Let 
me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when all the time there is a plank in 
your own? You hypocrite! First take 
the plank out of your own eye; then 
you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s.” 

Finally, he even quoted Jeremiah 
13:17, “If you do not listen, I will 
weep in secret because of your pride.”  

When the service ended, he greeted 

her at the door.  She said, “Preacher, 
if they had been here today, you 
REALLY would have told ‘em!” 

If I understand The Story correctly, 
that woman could have been from 
Jeremiah’s congregation.  In fact, she 
represents every single member of his 
congregation! God gave Jeremiah the 
thankless task of calling people away 
from sin who could not believe he 
might be talking about them.   

He was, though. And eventually 
judgment caught up with them.  It’s 
one of the saddest parts of the story, 
but it’s also an invitation to look 
honestly in the mirror and (even more 
important) to look at others with 
fresh, loving, forgiving eyes. 

                                     Dave                                                             ��
�

Pancake Breakfast. 

January 15, 2012 

�

The only condition 
for loving is to love 
without conditions. 


