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"When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, "If the people face war, they may
change their minds and return to Egypt.” *®*So God led the people by the roundabout
way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of the land of
Egypt prepared for battle. *>And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph who had
required a solemn oath of the Israelites, saying, "God will surely take notice of you, and
then you must carry my bones with you from here.” 2°They set out from Succoth, and
camped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. ?*The LORD went in front of them in a
pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give
them light, so that they might travel by day and by night. ?*Neither the pillar of cloud by
day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. (Exodus 13:17-22)

A roundaboti Are those tough to navigate or what?
The other day took the wrong turn off the

roundabout at Olio and36th and | ended up in
anotheroundaboutess than a block away. Give me a
break How many of you went through a roundabout
on your way here tonight2ow many of you feel like
the church is in a roundabout moment?

There is no question that the times we are in are changing rapdlly a
we need new maps and new guides to help us move forward.

But even finding out how to use new navigational tools can be
challenging.Recently | got a new phone and a GPS navigational tool
came built in, so | thought | would give it a try a couple oéksago
when | was travelling back to Indianapolis from Camp Barbee. Now |
have been to Barbee dozens of times. | am confident in the route that |
take over and over again. So | was astonished when my phone
suggested that | go a differemly. Who progammed this thing?
Nevertheless | acquiesced and decided that | would give the phone a
chance to show me something new. And you know what? It did.



On the unfamiliar way back from Barbee | discovered a whole number
of things

For one | discoveredreat beauty

andl discovered abundance
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| was reminded that life was fleetirand | was reminded
thatmy pathway waso resting plae



